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TO PRANAV 


JUNE 

•Friday 

Xf +heres ohe +hih^ Xve learhed fro™ ™y years 
of fceih^ a kid, i+s +ha+ you have ZERO coh+rol 
over your owh life. 


S-Ver sihce school le-+ ou+, X haveh-+ had ahy+hih^ 
XVe heeded "to DO or ahywhere XVe heeded +0 
BE. As lohc^ as -the air-cohdrWohih^ was workih^ 
ahd "the TV reno+e had taJTeries ih iT, X was all 
se-f for a relaxih^ summer Vaca+ioh. 


Bu^ +Keh, ou+ of +he fclue, THIS ha^ehed — 


PACK YOUR BAGS. 
WE'RE GOING ON 
A ROAD TRIP! 





















Iks ish'+ +Ke FIRST ■hne Hon has sprohc^ <x -trip 
oh os wr+hoo-l" avy warhih^. Lds-t yt<xr oh -the firs+ 
d<y of sonner, she said we were ^oih^ ops-H-he 
■for <x -few d<ys -to Visi+ Aoh-+ Lore-Ha a+ -the 
horsih^ hone. 


1 + wash + exac-Hy ny idea o-f a -foh way -to kick 
off +he sonner. Ohe fine wheh we Visi+ed Auh+ 
LoreHa, her roonna+e grabbed ne ahd wooldh-+ lei 
qo oh+il a s+affer <^aVe her a chocola+e chip no-ffih. 



£>0+ Hon was joS+ bloffih<j aboo+ c^oih^ +o +he 
horsih^ hone. A+ breakfast -the hex+ norhihc^, she 
-fold os where we were REALLY ^oih^. 
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He rthd ny bro+her Rodrick were h<*^^y> because 
we were bo+h dreddir^ spehjih^ -the -first- week 
o-f summer vacaiioh ^Icyih^ shu-f-fleboard <*+ a 
hursihg home. 


Bu+ wheh ry litTle bro+her, Hahlry, heard abou+ 
-the charge ih ^lahs, he -to+aiy LOST rh Horn 
Kad talked o^ -the Aoh-t Lore-Ha -tri^ so much 
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Vie ehded op POSTPONING our Trip -to Pishey 
so we could VisiT Aur*T LoreTTa. Youd Thihk Hon 
wouldVe learhed her lessor* afcooT surprise Trips 
after THAT ohe. 



I khow EXACTLY where This road Trip idea 
cane -from, because The hew issue o f "Fanily Frolic’* 
na^azihe cane ih The nail Toda^. 


s<xy °\ O '% of e 
we do as a -fanil^ cones fron ideas Hon 
ThaT na^azihe. Ahd wheh X saw +Ke la+es+ issue^ 
X khew iT was c^ohha c^eT Hons wheels Torhihc^. 


er^Thir*^ 
<^eTs froi 















































Family Frolic 

fcflJtNTURE mirsi 



TAKE THE ULTIMATE ROAD TRIP! 




XVe -filled -through "Fanil y Frolic” a -few -fines, 
cMrvci I h<*Ve -fo adnrl-, -f^e ^icf-ures always nake 
eVery+hir^ look like a lo+ o-f -fuh. 






















































































Buf -there nusf te sonefhih<^ wroh<^ wifh OUR 
fanil^, tecause we cah heVer neasure up fo fhe 
ohes -they show ih -the na^az-ihe. 



X c^uess Hons hot - ^ivihc^ up, fhou^h. She said 
-this road trip is ^ohha te awesone ahd -tha-t 
spehdihg a lot- of fine fo^efher ih fhe car will te 
<x "tohdih^” experiehce -for fhe whole fanily. 



X tried +o -talk her ih-to leffih^ us do sonefhih^ 
NORMAL, like c^oih^ +0 a wafer park -for fhe 
day, tuf Hon didhf wah-t +0 hear if. 
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She said the whole ^>oiht of this tri^> is +0 do 
thirds weVe hever dohe before ahd +0 have 
"authehtic" ex^eriehces. 


Ve loo^e 

rood “trip idea, tuH- a^arehtly X was wroh^. 
Because wheh he c^ot hone fron work, he seened 
just as surprised as us kids. 


d Pad ih about her 




Pad told Hon it was a bad tine to be away fron 
work ahd he didht waht +0 use his Vacatioh days 
uhless he absolutely HAD to. But Hon said there s 
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"Theh Pad "fold Hon he wc xs really ho^>ihc^ To c^eT 
his BOAT ouT oh The waTer This weekehd, ahd if 
we wehT oh a road “trip , he wouldhT be atle +0. 

well ih c^eheral, 
buT The ohe Thih0 ThaTs <^uarahTeed To cause a 
fighT beTweeh Then is Pads boaT. 



A -few years a^o, Hon sehT Pad ouT To c^eT sone 
nilk, buT aloh^ The way he s^oTTed a boaT for sale 
ih soneohes frohT yard. Ahd before you khew iT, 
The boaT was ih our driveway. 



Hon was nad Th<*T Pad didhT check wiTh her 
firsT, because h<*vih<^ a boaT is a Toh of work. 
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Bu^ Pad said rh was always His drears "to owh a 
toa+ ahd -tHa-t we could spehd every weekehd ou-+ 
oh wa+er as a -family. 



So Pad 30+ +0 KEEP +He fcoai, ahd He seemed 
really Ha^y. Bu+ +Hih0S weh+ dowhHill -fasE 


A *fcw days la+er, some ^>eo^le -from -+He 
Homeowhers AssociaEoh khocked oh our door. 







"They said There were rules ih our heic^htorhood 
a<^aihsT havih^ a hoaT ^rked ih frohT of your 
house ahd fold Pad he had To move iT To The tack. 



^The toaT sai ih The backward -for The whole 
Sumner because Pad was Too tusy ahd didh + have 
Time +o use iT. "Theh, ih The -fall, ohe of Pads 
coworkers Told h»rn hed have To WINTERIZE 
The toaT +o ^roTecT iT from The cold weaTher. 

Pad fouhd ouT iT would cosT more To wihTeriz.e -the 
toaT -+hah iT cosT hi™ To BUY iT, so he decided 
hed Take his chahces. Ahd sure ehoo<^h; Two 
weeks laTer, wheh The Tem^eraTure droned telow 
freez.ih<^, a ti^ crack appeared ih The hull. 
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VJKeh r+ s+ar+ed +o show, Pad rolled -the koa+ 
uhder -the back deck, ahd i+ sa+ -there all wih+er. 
Xh -the s^rih^, Hon s+ar+ed usih^ i+ -to s+ore all 
sor+s o-f johk fron -the house. 



Xhe hex+ sunner, Pad decided he was c^ohha fix 
+Ke boa-h 
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BiTh wheh he weh+ -to ^>ull i+ ou^ -from uhder -the 
deck ; he discovered a -family o-f raccoohs livihc^ ih 
our old washih^ machihe. 



Pad called ah ex+ermiha+or +o ^e+ rid o-f -the 
raccoohs, bu-+ wheh he heard how much THAT was 
<^ohha cos+, he decided +0 -fake care o-f iT hi^sel-f. 

3 y +heh Mahhy had heard about - the baby 
raccoohs livih^ ih -the washih^ machihe, ahd Horn 
had +o s+e^ ih. 
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Xhe fcoAis fceeh si-HShc^ -there ever sihce. X haVeh-1 

Ah 

deck -for a while, so Xm c^oessih^ -the rAccoohs 
moved 00+. 


scorr^ihe^ souhds comih^ -from uhder -the 



X>dAy, Horn -hold PAd he had -the whole res+ o-f 
•+he summer -to ^e-t his toA+ ou+ oh -the WA+er, Ahd 

u^> A-f-ter 




Horn SAid we were ^ohhA leAVe -firs-t -thift^ ih -the 
morhihc^, so we heeded "to s+aH- ^Ackih^ -for 
-the -tri^. She -hold ever^ohe -to trih^ -the "l>Are 
esseh+iAls ’ so we coold frl eVery+hih<^ ih -the mihiVAh. 


13 



























Birf ly -+Ke 'time we ^0+ mil our s+u-ff 00+ ih -the 
driveway, i+ was ^>re-Hy clear we had a s^>ace ^rotlem. 



Mom s+ar+ed c^oih^ -through every+hihg ahd 

sor+ih^ d ih+o +w0 ^>iles-hhe -fhihgs we heeded 

ahd "the -fhih^s we didh+. Rodrick was 
disa^oih+ed wheh some o-f Y>'iS ' esserrh'als d<dh + 
make -the cirh 







































Mom made me leave a buhch o-f small s+u-ff behind, 
wRcK seemed ^re+ty ridiculous cohsiderih^ 

Mahhys ^las-h'c ^>o*Hy was comih^ aloh<^ -for -the ride 



VJ^eheVer we -fake a -hi^> +h<*Vs loh^er -t'hah 
-fi-f+eeh mihu+es, Mom bribes Mahhys ^o“Hy JuS^ 
ih case.’’ E>u+ I ^e+ really ohcom-for+afcle whehever 
Mahhy uses rh 



Mom wouldh-f le-+ me ahd Rod rick -take ahy 
elec+rohics oh -the +ri^, eVeh -though -+Hey barely 
+ake u^> ahy ace. 

























Shes Always sayihc^ Jcids -these Jays doht khow 
how to socialize because theyve cohstahtly <^ot 
their hoses two ihches -from a screeh. 

Bui X II tell you this** VJheh X have kids, In 
<^ohha let them -play with whatever kihd o-f c^ad^et 
they WANT. XI y ou ask me, electrohics are the 
key +o -family happhess. 



r AD BLEEP BLIP 
TAP BLQOP 




E-Veh after Horn weht through every sih^le item ih 
•the driveway ahd cut out all -the thihc^s we didht 
heed; there was STILL way too much to fit ih 
the Vah. 


X su^ested we reht ohe o-f those c^'aht recreatiohal 
Vehicles, because we could fit all our stuff ih it ahd 
have room to s^are. 
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Ik way X see it - , if 'you wah-t -the whole -family -to 
aloh^, 

wit^h ohe of -those sou^>ed-u^ RVs, we could s^>ehd 
WEEKS oh -the road wi-thou-t eVeh fcum^ih^ ih-to 
ohe aho+her. 



eVeryohe heeds -their owh 


s ? 


ace. 


Ahd 



But - Mom said RVs are +00 expehsive ahd -they 
c^et - -terrifcle ^as mileage , so -+h<^+ ^ut - ah ehd +0 
-that - idea. 


maybe we cou 
trailers you -tow BEHIND t-he car, which souhded 
Smart - +0 me. 


Id ^et - ohe of -those 


Rod nek said 
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Bo+;+ was ^>re 
+he frailer as a sort o-f nihi-aparfnehf -for 
HIMSELF^ so fhaf washf c^ohha -fly, eifher. 


-Hy clear Rodriclc was ina^ihih^ 



'Theh Pad rah^ ih wi+h KiS OWN idea. H e said we 
could solve -the whole s^>ace issue 
fhe sfu-fT fhaf didhf -fif ih -the vah ihfo -the 
BOAT; which we could Fow behihd us. 


by jusf ^uFfihc^ 


I Fhihk Horn realized Fhere washf really ahofher 
o^>fioh; so she caved ih. BuF c^eFFihg fhe boaF ihFo 
fhe driveway was easier said fh<*h dohe. 
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Tlo+ ohly did we have +o -+cx)ce all iohk oo+ of 


-the boa+, 1)0+ ft -torhed oo+ -there was <a TREE 
^rowih^ -throoc^h -the bo-lTom. X+ -took -three hoors 
•to ^e+ -the boa+ oo+ -from ohder -the deck, ahd 



After we 30+ -the boa+ ih+o -the driveway, Pad 
pa+ched op -the hole ih +he bo-t+om ahd +he crack 
ih -the Koll wrth some doc+ -tape. 


X Jos+ hope were ho+ ^oih^ airywh 
oh -this -trip, +K003K. 


ere hear wa+er 
















































Because as far as X khow, -hhe toa-h didh + come 
wr+h ahy life preservers. 



Sa+urdt 


L /' 


E-Veh wi+h -the added space we from -the toa+, 
+he mihivah was s+ill pre-Hy full. X Shuck my pillow 
oh fcoard a+ -the Iasi secohd, tecause X decided X 
was eh+i+led +o a+ leas+ ONE luxury i+em. 

X figured Rod rick would wah+ +0 srt ih +he tack 
of -the Vah, tecause wheheVer we 30 ahy where as a 
family, he likes +0 s+re+ch ou-h ahd -take a hap. 


6-Very ohce ih a while we ll for^ei Rodrick is eVeh 
tack -there. 
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'This E-as+er, we nade d halfway -through church 
before Hon realized Rodrick heVer made d oi/t of 



Back wheh we had a s+a+ioh wa^oh, ne ahd 
Rodrick used "to sd ih -+he way back TOGETHER, 
ih a sea+ -Eha-E faced -the rear wihdow. Bu+ we <^o-+ 
ih bi^ trouble wheh we played a prac+ical joke oh 
Hon ahd Pad +ha+ ehded op ^eT+ih^ us pulled 
over by -the police. 



VJheh we <^o+ ih -the vah “today, Rodrick offered 
ne -fhe backseat. 























X acceded i> e-fore he could chah^e his mihd, fcuF X 



Before we 'pulled ouF of -the driveway, Horn said 

, h 3 * 

ride. for a secohd X was worried we were pckihc^ 
someohe ELSE u^>, because wi+h all our sWf ih 
+he Vah -theyd have -to siF oh +he ROOF. 



we were Fak 


BuF Hon o^ehed her ^?urse ahd pulled ouF a p'ece 
of pa^er wrth a drawih^ oh H\ 



22 



























"The cJrawiVu^ was FU+ S+ahley, a charac+er -from 
took X read ih second ^rade. 



S+ahley is a 

tulle-Wh toard +h<*"l' -falls off his tedroo™ wall ih 
•the middle of +Ke hi<^h'+. 


toy who $t-ts squashed ty a 



Ahd wheh -they ^>oll -the tulle-Wh toard off hi™, 
hes as -thih as a ^iece of ^?aper. 



X +KoikjK+ i+ was ^re-Hv cool X1 a+ S+Ahley 
could -fold himsel-f u^> Ahd <^e-t mAiled +0 Ki’s 
^rAhdr^AS; or have his tro+her -f\y hi™ like a ki+e. 





B>u+ X II "tell you +his : Xf XIa+ S+Ahle^ h<*d 
a fcro+her like RODRICK, X ^uArAh+ee he 
wouldh+ survive a whole dA^. 



1 °[ 













X really liked +Ke book, bu+ i+ kihd o-f -freaked me 
01/+, +oo. Ohe ^Kib^ i+ did was ^iVe me a dea+Kly 
-fear o-f bulle+ih boards. 



Xh secohd ^rade, everyohe ih my class K<*d +o 
color ih a co+oo+ o-f T 1 a+ S+ahley ahd mail Kim +o 
a -friehd or rela+ive wKo lived -far away. 


'TKeh +W ^>ersoh was supposed +o -take a pic+ore 
o-f Kla+ S+ahley ih -froY\-\- o-f some+Kih^ ih+eres+ih^ 
ahd mail Kim back wi+K +Ke ^Ko+o. 
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My -friehcl Rowley seh+ RIa-I’ S+Ahley +0 a buhch 
of his reU-h’Ves Ahd ^0+ lo+s of cool pictures 
tack. Rowley eVeh seh+ him +0 his uhcle who lives 
ih AsiA, Ahd he -took a ^ic+ure of RIa+ S+Ahley ih 
•froh-t of -the GreA-|- VJcaII of ChihA. 



Ylell, -the -firs+ ^ersoh Mom seh+ MY RU-+ Schley 
+0 was her cousih S+Acey, who lives ou+ ih SeA-H-le. 
Bu+ she probAbly wASh + -the bes-f choice. 


S+Acey is ohe of -those ^>eo^>le who hoArd aII sor+s 
of S-tuff, like hews^A^ers Ahd mA^AZ-ihes, So Mom 
shouldve khowh -that' ohce her cousih 30+ her 
hAhds oh RIa+ S+Ahley he wASh+ comih^ bAck. 
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Today, Mom said she was ^ohha +ake ^ho+os 
of our hew TTa+ S+ahley ih -froh-t of dll -the cool 
places we Visi+ ahd +Keh make a scrapfcook of our 
+ri^. A^d as sooh as we <^o+ oh +he Highway, she 
s+ar+ed sha^ih^ ^ic+ures. Bu+ she was probably 
a li-h+le +oo ea<^er, because her -firs+ -few ^ic+ores 
wereh + exac+ly keepers. 
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Ylheh Hon WAShf fAkih^ ^icfures, T'lcvt SfAhley 

ifiohih^ Vehf. 

All X cAh s<xy is, He was Havih^ a lof beffer ride 
+h<*h X was. XHe wihdows ih fHe bAck o-f fHe VAh 
dohf o^eh, Ahd fHe Vehfs were blocked b^ aII 
our lo^A^e ; so X WAShf <^effih0 ANY cold Air. 


was fA^ed +o fHe frohf Air-cohd 


V4Ka+ nAde ne eVeh MORE uhconforf Able was fHe 
fdcf fHAf Hon was ih cohfrol o-f fHe “trip. Hon 
aIwa^s fries fo nAke fHihc^s Abouf edocAfioh, Ahd 
X khew sHe was c^ohhA furh fHis experiehce ihfo 
ohe loh^ lessoh. 


$Hes beeh doih^ fHAf ever sihce X was liffle. X 
renenber wHeh X ^of scrAfcHed b^ GrAnnAS cAf 
Ahd Hon fried fo furh if ihfo a feAcHih^ nonehf. 





23 




Sore ehou^h, a hal f hoor ih-to -the +ri^ -today, 
Hon s-tarted ih wi+h -the edoca+iohal s-to-ff. 


She h<*d borrowed a buhch of CDs -from -the library 
-tha-h -teach S^ahish, ahd said wed ose -the loh<^ 
stre-fches oh -the road +o learh a hew lah^oa^e as 
a -fanily. 


<d 

i 


gf 

Pi 



iHOLA/ 


Learn to 

SPEAK 

n SpANiSh 
Jg FLUENTLY 


Hons always sa^ih^ -tha+ learhih^ a -forei^h 
lah^oa^e is -the bes+ -thihc^ yoo cah do -for your 
fcraih. Xhat" ni^K+ be true, but - X -thihk she should 
leave -the ac+oal TEACHING -to -the schools. 








Mom decided i+ would be a <^ood idea -fo expose me 
■to a -forei^h lah<^uac^e early oh, so wheh X was ih 
■firsf ^rade, she would pu+ -the Spahish-speakih <3 
chahhels oh TV while we a-te break-fas-t. 


Mom would repeal wha+ever -they said oh -the 
•televisioh, bu-t wheh SHE said ■the words -the 
came ou+ a IrH-le bi+ dif-ferehE 



ehded up 

wereh'-t ri^h+. For example, -the way you're 
SUPPOSED +o say ' Vlha-ts your hame ih 
Spahish is "Como +e llamas.’’ VJell, X khow -tha-t 
NOW because X learhed iT ih my middle school 
Spahish class. 


learhihg all sor+s o-f phrases -that* 
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Birf wheh I was IrHle, Hon ne +Ha+ 

YlU+s jour home ih S^ahisH is \t amo, which 
ACTUALLY neahs "I love you, X jus-+ wish 
X KaJ khowh -fhA-t before X SAid i-+ -to a nillioh 
<Jiffereh+ people. 



locU^, Hon ^>U^ed -the firs-f -two S^Ahish CDs, 
bu+ she <30+ ■fros+rA't’ed ■+h<*‘l' ho ohe seened +0 be 
^A^ih^ A++eh+i’oh. So she switched ^eArs Ahd SAid 
we were ^ohhA ^>Ia^ a cAr ^Ane she reAd Abooi ih 
her nA^Azihe. 
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"The ^ame was called Alphabet Groceries , ahd you 
play i+ like -this** "The firs-f player has -to hame ah 
iTem you cah 

wiTh +he le-Her "A*” "The hex+ ^trsoY\ has +o come 
up WiTh ah iTem +ha+ s+ar+s wi-th "B,” ahd so oh. 


^ei a+ -the grocery s+ore -+ha+ s+arfs 


X*f a player CAN'T come up wiTh ah i+em +Ka+ 
s+ar+s wi+h +heir leTter, -they're ou+ o-f -the ^ame. 

3 ° 

which I c^uess was Jcihd o-f ah obvious choice. 
Rodrick was up hext - , bu+ he said he couldh + come 
up wiTh ahy ■food -that- s+ar+ed wi+h "B.” 



Horn said X should 


X m pre+ty sure he was lyih^ -to c^e-t ou-t o-f havih^ 

+o play -the <^ame, bu-t wi-th Rodrick, you heVer khow. 
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VJheh Rojrick (chocked ou+, -the -turh weh+ -ho 
Mah^y, who came u^> wi+h his word ri^ht - awa^. 



Mom s-far+ed cla^pih^, bu+ X ^oih-ted ou+ -tha-f 
"ba^ple” ishi a real word. She said Mahvy is jus-t 
learhih^ -the al^habe-|- ahd -that - we all heed -to 
ehcoora^e him. 


X cjui+ ih ^ro+eS'l’, ahd -from -theh oh rt was ohl^ 
Mahvy, Mom, ahd Pad ^la^ih^. X really wished 
ry earplugs wereh-h buried ih ry du-ffel ba<^ uhder 
a ^ile o-f suitcases, because -the hex+ hour ahd a 
hal-f was ^>re-Hy ^aih-ful. 



33 






















AH +H«+ +alk of •food was ac+ually ^e'H'ih^ ne kihd 
o-f huhc^ry, ahd wheh X saw a si<^h -for a drive- 
•throu^h ^>lace a+ -the hex+ exit-, X asjced Hon if 
we could ^>ull over. B>u+ Hon said we wouldht’ be 
s+o^ih^ a+ airy o-f THOSE kihds o-f res-taurah+s, 
because -they doh-t serve Veal -food." 

She said fast-—food places lure kids ih wiTh chea^> 
^las-tic -toys -to -trick ■then ih+o ea+ih^ su^ar ahd 
fa-t, ahd we wereh-t ^ohha -fall ih+o -tha-t -tra^. 
Hon said she h*d <* MUCH betTer al+erha-Kve ahd 
hahded ne a luhch ba<^ wi+h ny hane oh rh 


' c cl 

A R 

P 0 

1 s 

T S 1 


AUL MIXED UP 

i j 

A W 1 

Unscramble +he words +o 

L 0 

find 4he wacky phrase? 

S R 

MESUMR ELR1AN6N 

__D 

SI NFU? 


^ACTn UN & 

^I'VlTlES! 

☆ 


TOO PUNNY 


Q. Why did the 

rabbit tike 

VJotersKip Down? 
A.I+ w<u a ♦hare- 
raising +ak! 


NAME THAT NOBEL PRIZE WINNER? 












Mom said she -+he Mommy Meal idea -from 
Family Frolic, which X ^uess should ho-+ have 
come as a surprise. 

X^side +he ba<^ was a -+uha -fish sahdwich; 
ah orahc^e, ahd a li'H’le car+oh of milk; plus 
some+hiV^ wrapped ih -Whfoil. 

Mom said X had +o ea+ my froi-t before X 
uhwrapped "the -Whfoil, because -+ha-+ was my ' prize.” 

Bu+ X Wish X had Jus+ opehed i+ ngh+ away, 
because X wouldhf have eaieh -the whole orah^e 
if X d khowh -the prize was a pack of ma+h 
flash cards. 



Fodrick 30+ flash cards ih HIS luhch, +00, ahd 
we could bo+h see where -this was headed. So before 
Mom could +urh -the hex+ hour of -fhe "trip ih+o a 
■fu-forihc^ sessioh, X pulled 00+ ohe of +he c^ames 
Mom had packed ih a bi^ -W>+e ba^. 
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TXe ^ane X grabbed was called "X Musi Cohfess," 
ahd wheh Hon saw iF she 30F so exciFed she forc^oF 
all abooF Fhe flash cards. 


X read Fhe roles, which were ^>reFFy single* Ohe 
^>ersoh Fakes a card -from Fhe deck ahd reads iF 
00+ lood +0 eVeryohe else. 



Xf ohe of -the ^la^ers has dohe Fhe Fhih^ FhaFs 
wriFFeh oh Fhe card; Fhe^ earh a ^oihF. Ahd Fhe 
firsF flayer +0 <^eF Feh ^>oihFs wihs. 


X was a li-H-le ske^Fical aF firsF, boF X have +0 
adniF, Fhe <^ane was acFoaiy kihd of FUN. X 
learhed a loF of Fhih^s abooF Hon ahd Pad X 
heVer khew before. 
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X foohd oo+ +biA+ had a pe+ chAneleoh wheh 
he was a kid Ahd +h<*+ Hon dyed her hair blohd 
ohce, which reAlly surprised ne. 



Believe i+ or ho+, eVeh RODRICK was c^e++ih0 
ih+o +he ^Ane. b|e <^o+ a ^>oih+ -for beih0 +he ohl 
^ersoh whod ever 
+o a cohcer+, Ahd ANOTHER ^>oih+ -for <^e++ih0 
a bo^ s+ock ih his eAr, which X renenber like i+ 
was yes+erdAy. 


sle^?+ oo+ oVerhi^h+ for +icke+s 
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Pad ahd Rodrick were heck ahd heck wi+h hihe 
^oih-|"S, ahd whoever scored hex-t would wih -the 

real I 

^e++ih^ aloh^ ahd haVihc^ -fuh. 


ha^^y eVeryohe was 


^ame. Mom seemed 


"Theh she gulled a hew card 00+ o-f -the deck 
read i+. 



ho ohe was c^ohha 
^e+ a ^oih-+ oh •+ha+ card; because she was alread 
reachih^ -for +he hex+ ohe. B>u+ Rodrick s+ar+ed 
ac-Wh^ like he had jus+ woh +he lo-Hery. 
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Mom -though"!' Rodrick was lyih^ +0 a poiYrE 
tui he -fold her d was TRUE. \\t SAid +hA+ a 
■few moh+hs a qo , he Ahd his l)AhdmA+es +oi’le+- 
pApered Mrs. TuT+les house hex-t door After she 
cAlled +he police -to compUih -the^ were mAkih^ 
+00 

much hoise reheArsi 



Rodrick -thought' -the whole -thir^ was pre-Hy 
fuhhy, fcu-t Mom didh+ seem Amused. 


LET ME GET THIS STRAIGHT: 
YOU AND TWO OF YOUR 
BANDMATES TOILET- 
PAPERED AN ELDERLY 
WOMAN'S HOUSE? 
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If I was Rodrick, X wouldve cKahc^ed my s+ory 
real cjoick ahd said X was Jus-+ jokih^ arouhd +0 
wih -+Ke ^ame. Bui Rodrick didh + seiz.e Kis cKahce 
+o tail ou-K 



NO, TMERE 
WERE FOUR 
OF US! . 



Horn K<*d Pad poll over -to -the side o-f -tKe road; 
-tKeh Kahded T^odrick Ker pKohe ahd made Kim call 
Mrs. ^u++le +o a^olocyze, whick was awkward -for 
everyone in +ke car. 
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I'M SORRY FOR 
TOILET-PAPERING 
YOUR HOUSE... 




After +U+, it was <^uie+ ih -tKe Vah -for a loh0 
-time. Horn was atoirt -to pop -tKe hex+ SpahisK CD 
ih +Ke s+ereo, to+ luckily Mahhy Kad -falleh asleep 
ty +Keh, so sKe couldh-h 













X*f ^oo wake Hah^y op ih -\\\t middle of ohe of 
Kis haps, Ke ll 30 conple+ely ballis+ic, ahd +Keres 
NO cdlmihc^ Kin dowh. So wKeheVer Mahlry -falls 
asleep; Hon ahd Pad do eVery+KiV^ +Key cah -to 
KEEP K in +U+ wa^. 


T^HEY, WAS\ 
ANYONE 
\SEEN NY -J 



X was bi^ oh haps wKeh X was Hahvys a^e, +00. 
X osed +0 -fake ah Koor-loh0 hap a-f+er lohcK 
ever^ d<y, ahd wKeh X s+ar+ed prescKool, we K<*d 
ah of-ficial hap fine wKere eVer^ohe polled 00+ a 
na+ ahd slep+ oh -fKe floor. 


























































tty ou ask me, X *thihk "they should <yve kids hap 
■time all -the way -through college. Bu-t -they s-top 
(ioih^ it* after preschool, which X foohci oo+ t’he 
HARD way. 


Oh -the first - day of kihderc^ar+eh, after we had our 
shacks, X asked -the -teacher where -the ma-ts were, 
so we could lie dowh ahd recharge our batteries. 



But- she said kihder^ar+hers doh’-t HAVE hap -time, 
ahd X -thought - she was Just - makih^ a fuhhy Joke. 



YEAW, 

RIGHT! 




























A few mihu+es la-her -the whole class was makih^ 
^d^>er bac^ ^u^e-ts. Af^areh-tly, X was -the ohly 
ohe who didh+ -the heads-u^> about* -the ho-ha^> 
-thih^, because for -the rest* of -the day eVeryohe 
else seemed fihe, while I could barely fuhctioh. 





Ih ^lad Horn remembered "to brih^ a pacifier oh 
-the trip, because as loh^ as Mahhys <^ot* ohe st*uck 
ih his mout*h, he cah sleep -through just* about - 
ahy+hih^. Mahhy lost - his -faVori+e pacifier last - 
hi^ht - , but - Pad rah out - -to ^et - a hew ohe at - a 
s+ore hear our house -+haH" sells c^a<^ <jifts. 
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X ^oess i+ looks <x li'H’le s+rah^e, tuf i+ works 
Jus-+ <xs well <xs <x regular ohe. 



Mah^y h<*d fceeh slee^ih^ ^eace-fully -for abou+ ah 
hour +oda^ wheh we s+op^ed a+ a -follboo +h- Pad 
rolled dowh his wihdow +o c^e+ a +icke+, ahd ■the 
Quy ih -the boo+h h<*d such a loud Voice he souhded 
like he was s^eakih<^ -through a MEGAPHONE. 



MOPE YALL ARE 
MAVIN' AN 

AWESOME DAY! 


CARS 

$ 1.00 

TRUCKS 

$1.50 

BUSES 

$3.00 
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Hahhy s+ar+ed +o -fuss, ahd his pacifier cane 
halfway ou't of his nou+h. Bo+ luckily Rodrick 
reac+ed quicklyahd Hahhy fell tack asleep. 



X -fhihk Hon was a li’Thle frus+r a+ed +h<*+ Hahhy 
was happih^ ih -+he firs4 place. SKe U narked a 
tuhch of places oh her nap where she warded us 
+o s4op ahd ^e+ ou+ for sone si^h+seeihg , tu+ how 
we h<*d 4o keep drivih^. 



~The protlen iu wdh Hahhys hap was dh<ad X 
really heeded +o ^e+ ou4 of +he car ahd s+re+ch, 
tu+ X COULDN'T. 
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X "tried "to make myself comfortable, bu-t with all 
•the s+uff spiled arouhd me, i+ was impossible. 



Luckily, my backpack was ih arms reach behihd my 
sea-t, because ft had some books ahd o"ther "thih^s 
Xd brought" +o eh-ter+aih myself. 


Homs always 
"tha+s ehrichih^, but" wheh 1+ comes "to books, 
X khow what" X like. A^d ever sihce elemeh+arv 
school, my -f&Vor'dz books have beeh "the ohes ih 
-the Uhder^>ah+s Bahdi+s series. 


-tryih^ +o ^e+ me "to read s+uff 


Xhe Uhder^ah+s Bahdi+s books are about- -these 

Bryce a 

-time ahd s+eal uhderwear from famous people so 
•they cah ^>u+ -the uhder^ah+s ih a museum. 


hd Brody who <^o back ih 


-two kids hamed 
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X khow souhds kihd o-f ridiculous, tu+ -\\\z 

kooks are ac+uaiy ^>re-Hy -fuhvy. 
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Ik kooks are su^er ^o^ular wiTh toys a+ my 
school; ku+ -the -teachers HATE -them kecause o-f 
all -the "rude humor." 


VJheheVer a kook report was due ih -fi-fth ^rade, 
all -the ko^s ih my class did "theirs oh ohe o-f -the 
Uhder^aht’S Bahdi+s kooks. A^d ■that’ made my 
-teacher, Mrs. Terry, ha+e -them eveh MORE. 



Our class h<*d a project- where we h<*d +o wri+e a 
letTer -to our -faVonTe au-thor, ahd o-f course all 
-the koys chose Mik Pavies. 





March 30th 


Dear Nathaniel, 

My teacher made us write to an author, 
so I picked you. I have not read any of 
your books (no offense). 

Here are my questions for you: 

1. What’s your favorite color? 

2. What’s your favorite animal? 

3. What’s your favorite flavor of ice 
cream? 

4. What’s your favorite super-hero 
movie? 

I would appreciate it if you could 
answer me soon, because I am getting 
graded on this. 


Sincerely, 




Bui X ^rotatly sKoolJVe checked -the year -the 
took was wri-Heh te-fore X wro+e ny le-tter. 


May 20th 

Dear Mr. Heffley, 

We regret to inform you that the 
author to whom you have written, 
Mr. Hawthorne, passed away more 
than a century ago. 

As such, he will not be able to 
respond to your questions. 


With regrets, 

_ .Mi _ 

Katrina Welker 
Publisher 


Hos-t PARENTS doh-t like -the Underpah-ts 
BahdiTs tooks, ei-ther. 
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Ih -fac-l, -the PTA had a r*»ee+ih<j -tha-t year 
where -they deci’deci parer^s* -tax dollars shouldhd’ 
be used +0 purchase ahy of -the Uhderpah+s 
Bahdi+s books for -the library. 


\}nOer P anr s 

its 

& Gandhi’s 
Undergarments 




VJheh we cc^me back +o school fror\ sprih^ break; 
all of -the UhderpaM-s Bahdi+s books ih -the library 
were GONE. 


i w w i 

READ 




X hope -these adul+s are happy wheh a whole 
^ehera+ioh of boys e^row up ho+ khowihc^ how -to read. 
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VJheh school bdhhed +he Uhder^dh-+s Bdhdr+s 
books, i+JusT mdde -them more ^o^uUr -fhah 
EVER. Some boys shuck ih copies -from home dhd 
^>dssed -them oh -to OTHER kids. 



Ohe kid eVeh trou^hi ih d too+le^ co^>y o-f dh 
Uhder^dM-S Bdhcji+S book -from Jd^>dh. X coulcJh + 
uhders+dhd d word o-f H, bu+ i+ wds ^re-Hy edsy 
+o -figure ou+ -from -the ^>ic+ures whd+ wds c^oihc^ oh. 






















































August 18th 


Dear Mr. Davies, 

I’m just writing to tell you, don’t listen to 
these people who say your books are 
garbage, because they don’t know what 
they’re talking about. I know a bunch 
of kids (including me) who think your 
books are great. 

As far as the “rude humor” goes, I find 
that stuff hilarious, so please don’t 
change a thing. In fact, I would 
encourage you to put MORE bodily 
functions and things of that nature in 
your books. 


Sincerely, 
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X -fihally 30 + a res^ohse almost a year lat-er, ahd 
X was really exerted. 


But- wKeh X read le-H-er, i+ was a HUGE 
disa^oih+r*»eh+. 









X couldht" believe X poured my heart out* -to -this 
^uy ahd all X ^ot" back was ah AD. 



S'Veh -though that - whole ex^eriehce le-ft a bad 
t"ast"e ih my mout"h; X s-till like his books. 


A+ least- X ^et- -to read whatever X WANT this 
summer. Rodricks school c^ave hi™ a whole list- -for 
required readihc^, ahd some o-f t"he books look like a 
lot- o-f work. 
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Bu-I Rodricks ho+ much of a reader, so he reh+ed 
all +he MOVIE versiohs of -the tooks oh his lis+. 


Hon said i+s ho+ smar-I +0 wa+ch +he movie 
wi-thoo-t readily +he took; tecause -they usually 
charge a lo+ of s^uff. Bu+ Rodrick said as loh<^ as 
he 30+ +he tasic idea, hed te -fihe. 


X +hihk his abroach is ^ohha cause problems, 
-though. ' Xhe Lord of +he Rih^s is oh his summer 
readih^ lisi, tui wheh he refried +he movie, he 
wash+ care-ful atou-I checkih^ -the +i+le. 


Lords 


OF THE 
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Rod rick wa+ched -the movie TWICE , ahd a-fter 
-the secohd Time he -fold Horn -that" whoever wro+e 
•the took must* te a c^ehius. Bit! Xm ^oessih^ 
Rodricks -teacher is c^ohha te ^>re-Hy cohfused 
wheh she reads his took report- ih Se^+emter. 



By -the -time X was dohe readih^ -toda^, X really 
heeded “to ^e+ 00+ o-f -the car +0 ^reverd ry le^s 
•from ^ermaheh+y cram^ih^. 


Mahry was s-till asleep tirl he had somehow -turhed 
himsel-f all -the way upside dowh ih his sea-t. 
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VJheh Hon ho+iced, she 'told Pad mayfce we should 
s+o^ cjrivih^ -for + he da^, so he polled o-ff a+ -the 
hex'l' exrh 


X was really lookihc^ -forward +o ea+ihg a meal a+ a 
deceh+ res+aurah+, fcu+ Hon said were oh a fcud^ei 
ahd ■+ohi^h+ we were c^ohha ^ick u^> our dihher a+ 
a grocery s+ore. 


Pad -foohd a supermarket a -few miles -from the 
exit. But Horn was a-fraid that rf the Vah stopped 
moVih^, Hahhy would wake up ahd h<*Ve a -fit. So 
Horn wrote out a shoppih<^ list -for Rod rick ahd 
^aVe him some mohey, theh Pad drove real slow ih 
■froht o-f the ehtrahce so Rod rick could hop out. 
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Pad had +o circle -+he ^arkihc^ lo+ atoo-+ -teh -tines, 
wash + easy sihce we were 
E-Veh+ually, Rodrick cane oo+ wi+h a couple ta^s 
of groceries. A^d fron -the looks o-f it, he picked 
sone ex-Ira i-tens for hi^sel-f. 





VJheh Pad polled "the Vah arouhd, Rodrick ho^ed 
ih. "Theh we s+ar+ed lookih^ for a ^>lace +0 stay 
for the hic^hR but - -the selec-Koh ih -the area 
wash-! - +ha+ ^rea-h 
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A few of +ke mo+els fad bia Siqi^s +ka+ said 
+key kad "Color TV," wkick if y ou ask me is ho - !" 
•to tra<^ atOU+ ih 


-this day ahd a^e. 



Pad -finally gulled over a+ a place wi+h air- 
cohdi+iohih^ ahd a pool, which souhded pre-tty 
^ood +o me, especially cohsiderihg that Xd lost 
atout -five pouhds ih sweat sittih^ ih the tackseat. 


X haVeht stayed ih a whole lot o-f motels, tut i-f 
X Kad +0 c^uess, Xd say we picked ohe oh the 
lower ehd o-f the spectrum. 


Xhe lotty smelled like mildew, ahd the carpet was 
covered ih weird staihs. 
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B0+ eVeryohe was -too +ired +0 ^e+ tack ih +Ke car 
ahd look for aho-fher ^>lace +0 s+ay. 


Vie ^oi +he key +0 our room , ahd wf>eh we walked 
ih iT reeked of smoke. 'There were li-Hle holes ih 
-the comforier ahd -pillows +Ka+ Tim pre-Hy sore 
were ci^are-lTe torhs. 



Pad picked a -towel off +he floor, +heh droned i+ 
tecaose i+ was WET. 

Horn weh-+ fcack +0 -the froh-t desk ahd asked for 
a dif-ferehT room,, fcoi -the clerk said -the mo+el was 
■foil ahd -that - wed 30-Heh -the las-t ohe. 
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Mom -hold her ih •+hd-l' case we were <^ohha leave ahd 
■fake our tusihess +o aho+her mo+el. Bi/+ -the clerk 
-hold her -there was a -tweh+yHfour-hour cahcella-Koh 
-policy^ so we couldht' ^e+ our mohey tack. 



VJheh Mom re+urhed +o -the room, she said we were 
c^ohha have -to -try ahd make -the tes+ o-f a tad 
si+ua+ioh. "Theh she ahd Pad stripped H"he ted 
dowh +o -the tare ma-Hress. 
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Believe i+ or ho+, Hdhhy slep+ +Kroo<^K ALL o-f 
+Kis. Hon said +Kd+ i-f Ke woke op how, Ked te 
dwdke dll hi<^K+., so sKe was Jos+ c^ohhd leH - Kin 
sleep +Kroo<^K +ill norhih^. 


Hon po+ Hdhhy dowh ih +Ke niddle o-f +Ke so-fd 
ted dhd polled d tldhke+ over Kin. 



'TKe res+ o-f os were redlly Koh^ry, so we enp-h'ed 
oo+ +Ke groceries Rod rick tooc^K+. Bo+ i+ +orhed 
oo+ Ke did^A + toy ANYTHING oh Hons lis+. 
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Rodrick was su^osed +o SAhdwich sullies, 
orAh^e Juice, Ahd s+u-ff like -thA-t, tu+ he Jus+ ^0+ 
a fcuhch of +hih^s HE likes. 



Mom was pre-Hy u^sef +hd+ Rodrick didn't ^e+ 
a sih^le -+hih<^ oh +Ke lis+ she ^AVe him, to+ his 
excuse was +U+ He couldn't reAd her h*hdwri+iha. 
Mom +old hi™ i+ WASh + Very smAr+ +0 ^e+ cihhAmoh 
rolls Ahd a -froz-eh ^iz.z.A, sihce -those +hihgs heeded 
Ah oVeh Ahd we <Ji<K+ HAVE ohe. 
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£>u+ Rodrick said we could MICROWAVE +Ke 
OiZ-2-a. 'TVieh Ke ou+ i+ ihside +Ke microwave oVeh +o 



A+ leas+, Rodrick THOUGHT i+ was a microwave. 
1 + was acFually a SAFE. By FKe Fine Ke -figured 
fK<*F ouF, FKe was locked ihside. 



Hon <^aVe ne wKaF was le-fF of Ker casK ahd said 
Fo o^o dowh Fo FKe Vehdih^ nacKiEe Fo <^eF FKe 
nosF huFriFious sFu-f-f I could -fihd. 
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A^d +h*+s how we ehded u^> ea-frh^ su^ar wafers 
ahd brea+h mih-+s for dihher oh -the firs-f hi^K+ of 
our road +ri^. 



Suhd av 

Las+ hi^K+ we couldh-|- wa+ch TV or do ahy+hih^ 
ih -the room because Mahvy was asleep oh -the 
^ullou'!' sofa. 


Horn wouldh'l' eVeh le+ us kee^> -the lujh+ oh, so 
we all sa+ ih -the dark for a while uh+il me «h<i 
ecided +0 30 

some -time. 


Rod rick d 


dowh -to -the ^>ool +0 kill 


Vlell, “the sic^h ou+side -the mo+el said -there was a 
^>ool, buT -there was ho ac+ual WATER ih rh 
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A^d •+ didht- look like -there HAD fceeh -for a-+ 
least- five years. 



NO 

LIFEGUAh. • 
ON DUT 
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"There was a hot- -tub hear -the ^>ool -that- DID have 
wa+er ih i+, to+ some family was already osih^ rh 
So me ahd Rod rick waited our -turh. 
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Unfortunately, the family couldnt take a Hint 
tUt we wah+ed +o use -the Ko+ -tut, so eVeh-fuall 
me and Kod rick Jos-1’ weh+ tack -to -the room. 


Xta li^K+s were s-till ou-t, ahd Horn ahd Pad were 
asleep oh -the ma-Hress. X ^uess -the^ mus+Ve teeh 
^>re-Hy exhausted, tecause were s+ill wearih^ 
all -their clothes. 



Vli+h Horn ahd Pad oh -the ted ahd Mahhv oh -the 
so-fa , i+ didn't leave a lo-t o-f ^ood slee^> o^-tiohs -for 
me ahd Rod rick. 


Vie checked -the closed -for a co+ or ah air ma-Hress, 
tu+ -there was ho+hihc^. 
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Rod rick was ohe s+e^> ahead of me, +hooc^h. H e 
c^a+hered o^> +he sofa coshiohs ahd made a ted for 
Kimself oh +he -floor. Vive secohds la+er, he was 
oo+ cold. 



a ^>lace as 

for me +o slee^>, so X 30+ some -towels 00+ of +he 
ta+hroom ahd laid +hem oh +he floor. 





After lyihg -there for a miho+e, X ho+iced a 
TERRIBLE smell ahd -thooc^h+ a moose mos+Ve 
died ih -the Veh+ or some+hih^. 
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X -tried coVerihe^ my hose wrth a washdo+h, bu+ 
+KaH" seemed -to make +He Snell even WORSE. 


1 + was hard ehouc^h tryih^ +0 fall asleep uhder 
•those cohdrtiohs, bu+ -theh someohe ih -the room 
s+arted SNORING. Luckily, X was ^re^ared for 
-thaE Horn ahd Pad BOTH shore, which is -the 
reasoh X ■thought' ahead ahd brought - ear^lu^s oh 
•the -tri-p. 


But- it was so dark ih -the room X could ohly -fihd 
ONE ih my duffel bac^, so X had +0 Try sleep'h^ 
wi+h +he earplug ih my lef-t ear ahd my o+her ear 
pressed +0 -the floor. 



X did ac+ually fall asleep for a few mihu+es, bu+ 
woke u^> +0 some kihd of ruckus c^oihc^ oh ou+side. 
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ih 3 

•flash by , buf X couldhf fell whaf if was. So X 
cracked o^>eh fhe door +0 see whaf was c^oih^ oh. 


Vlheh X looked oof fhe ^>ee^>hole, X saw sonefh 


Xf forhs oof fhose kids -from fhe hof fob had 
c^offeh fheir h<*hds oh a cleahih^ carf ahd were 
rarnriih^ if ihfo a wall. 
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X couldvvt BELIEVE -these kids' ^areh-fs were 
letTihc^ -them ruh wild ih -the middle o-f -the hi<^h"E 
so X s+e^ed 01H o-f -the room ahd weh-+ over +0 
^ive -them a ^>iece o-f my mihd. 



Xhe li-H"les+ kid fcurs+ ih-te -fears ahd rah ih+o his 
room, ahd X didh+ -feel tad -for eVeh ohe secohd. 
Bof- a miho+e laf-er his door o^>ehed a^aih, ahd his 
FATHER came ou+. 



72 








































































X wash + abou-+ +o yelled a+ by a <^rowh mAh 
ih Kis uhderwear, so X rah back +o our room ahd 
locked +Ke door. XKeh X prayed wi+K all my mi^Ki 
+K<H' +Ke cKaih lock was s+roh^ ehouc^K +0 keep 
Kim ou-h 



X c^uess -+Ke kids dad didh + see wKicK door X 
weh+ ih+o, because Ke knocked oh +Ke wrohg ohe. 
e pou 

be-fore <yvih<^ up ahd <^oih0 back +o Kis room. 


hded oh +Ke door ri^K+ hexf +o ours 








































































Ohce -the coas+ was clear, X hoh<^ a liT+le sic^h oh our 
doorkhob ih case -iXe c^uy decided -to come BACK. 



X+ was REALLY hard fallih^ asleep after th<*+, 
because every time X heard someohe outside the 
door, X held my breath uhtil -+Key passed by. 

Before X khew it, the suh was u^> ahd so was 
Mahhy. Horn turhed oh the teleVisioh, ahd 
whehever Mahhy watches TV, he TALKS to it. 


7 ^ 




X was a li'H’le Ahhoyed wi+K MAhvy tUtberih^ 

<xv/<xy } bi/t X ^oess X ca h + cornel Aih. X used +o do 
+he SAne exAci +Kih^ wKeh X was ^ouh^er. 


Ohe 'time wbeh X was WA+chih^ ny -fAVorYte show, 
Kos+ Asked a cjoes+ioh. 



^ID0NTT\ 
KNOW... POLKA 
DOTS?^/ 
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X was Jos+ ^oo-fih^ arouhd wKeh X ahswered, to~h 



X wish iT heVer hap^ehed, +Kot»^K. Because -for a 
loh^ -time after -thaT X +hou<jh+ “the ^eo^le ihside 
-the TV could hear eVery+hihg X said. 


I COULD BE\ 
BETTER. MY ) 
BROTHER / 
RODRICK— 
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Xh fact, oh my sixth birthday, Horn had to sit 
me dowh ahd have a -talk about the differehce 
betweeh "ima^ihary” friehds ahd Veal’* friehds. 


HEY, DID YOU HAPPEN TO 
SEE WHAT MY PARENTS 
GOT ME? IT’S A BIKE, 
ISN’T IT? BLINK ONCE IF 
THE ANSWER IS YES! 




Ohce Mahhy ^ot ^oih^ ih a cohVersatioh with his 
favorite TV characters this morhih^, X khew 
there was ho ^oiht ih tryih^ to -fall back asleep. 
So X Just <^ot u^> -for the day. 


Ahd wheh X did, X -fouhd out the source of 
that awful smell. Rodrick had ^>ut his shoes ih 
the closet, ahd X had s^eht the whole hi^ht 
breathih^ ih his fumes. 
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Bert eveh WORSE was +Ka+ -+He wasHcIo+H X 
^Aci used +o block -tHe smell was ac+uaII^ ohe of 
Rodricks SOCKS. 




S^eAkiVu^ of Rodrick, MAhrys cohVersA+ioh wi+H 
+He TV didn't bo+Her Hi™ ohe IrH-le biT, becAuse 
He jus+ sle^?+ r^H+ +Hrou^H aII +He hoise. 



73 


































Pad was ^e-H-ihc^ a IrH-le res-Hess warfrh^ for 
eVeryohe +0 ^e-+ ^oih<^ -this morhih^. Hes ohe of 
•those ^uys who ^e+s u^> every day a+ -the crack of 
dawh so he cah arrive a+ his office early, ahd -this 
whole la-te-s-fart -fhi^ wash-f workih^ for hi™. 

E-Veh+ually, Hon made Rodrick <^e-t u^> ahd +ake 
a shower. Vie weh+ +0 a diher ri^h+ hex+ +0 -the 
mo+el for breakfast; -theh 30+ back ih -the Vah. 

Horn said -that- -from how oh we were all c^ohha be 
oh -the same slee^> schedule so we wouldhi was+e 
ahy more -time oh our -tri^. But- before she was eVeh 
dohe -talkih^, Hahhy passed ou+ ih his car seat-. 



Homs bi^ ^lah for -+he day was for us +0 0^0 +0 a 
couh+ry -fair she read about- ih "Family Frolic.” 
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Vi heVer beeh -to AVy+hihg like before,, bu+ 
i+ looked like i-+ was worth cheekily ou-t. 



"The fair was a few hours awa^ so -thA*|- meAh^ me 
beih^ crAm^ed ih -the bAckseA-t A<^Aih, which was 
s+Ar+ihg +o ^e+ old. "ThAhkfull^ After Ah hour, 
Horn offered +o switch ^Aces wi+h me. 

VJheh I <^o+ u^> +o -the froh+ seA+, X couldhi 
believe how much ROOM -there was. 


SO 

































A^d »+ wash+Jos-+ all +Ke space was awesome. 
X eVeh had ihdividoal -tempera-l-ure se-H-ih^s ahd my 
owh cop holder. 


X weh+ +0 chah^e +he radio s+a+ioh, to+ Pad 
s+opped me. \\z said ohly -the DRIVER c^e+s +o 
pick "the music. X didh+ -thi^k +h<*+ was -fair, to+ 
X wash+ c^ohha complaih ahd risk c^e-H-ihc^ seh+ +o 
+he backsea-h 
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dW-ful, tu-+ -\\}t View -+0+dll 


7 


VJHeh you re ih -+He tack, you doh-|- Have ahy sehse 

u^ -froh+ 

hew ^ers^ec+ive ahd could alnos+ see wHy Hon was 
so ^uh^ Ho atou-|- -tokihc^ H"Ki‘s road +rip. 



X Had a wHol( 


VJHeh we -took -fHe exi-h -for -+He couh-+ry -fair, we 
cane -to a sfopli^H+. Vie were fceHihd a nihiVah -+Ha-+ 
was -+He sane exac+ nodel as ours, ohly ^ur^le. 


~THe kids ih -+He Vah looked kihd o-f faniliar. X+ 
-took ne a secohd +0 realize +Hey were +He sane 
ohes -fron lasH" hi^H+. 
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X hddh + -fold Hon ahd Pad abou-+ -+he ihcideh+ 
wi+K -the kids ahd +Ke cleahih^ cart, because X 
was worried X wouldh-+ cone ou-h lookih^ +00 <^rea-h 
Ahd defihi+ey didh + heed +0 khow abou+ ny 
ruh-ih wi+h Hr. Beardo. 


"TKe kids ih -the purple Vah reco^hized ne ri^h'l' 
away, ahd s+arfed nakih^ obhoxious faces. 



X wash+ ^ohha Jus+ si+ -there ahd "take ft fron 
-those IrH-le ^>uhks, so X nade a face at- THEM. 
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T \\t skihhy ohe made -the sane -face, tack a-+ ME, 
ahd +Ke secohd \\t did; ‘the li^K+ +urhed <^reeh 
ahd accelera+ed. VJheh -their Vah lurched 
■forward; -the li-Hle kid face-plah-ted ih+o -the 
tack wihdow. 



Pad passed -them oh -the left; ahd Hr. Beardo 
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Luckily; •+K& pArkih<j lo+ for -the fdiif was ohly a 
■ few Luhdred fee-+ up -the roAd. Ohce we s+opped; 
X WAh+ed +o s+Ay ihSide uh+il X was sure we 

e pu 


rple VAh. 


werehT fceihc^ -hailed ty +h 



3 u+ r+ looked like we were ih +Ke cleAr. HAhhy 
was s+ill Asleep ih Kis cAr seA+, so Hon SAid shed 
s+Ay tAck wi+h Kirn Ahd "the res+ of us could 30 

oh A^eAd. 


Khe fAir was a LOT differehi -+hah X +Lou^L+ 
iT was c^ohhA te. 
wheel Ahd a nerry-30-rouhd Ahd s+uff like +h<*T, 
fcu+ ihs+eAd ■there were a kuhch of -teh+s wi+h farm 
AhinAls Ahd fcoo+hs wi+h honenAde food. 


X expected iT +0 h<*Ve a Kerris 
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Vie were <je++ihg kihd o-f horary ahyway, so we 
weh-+ lookih^ -for sone+hihc^ -to ea-f. 



Xhey had corh do^s ahd -fried doo<^h ahd all -the 
s+uf-f you*d expect a+ a bi<^ -fair. Bo+ -+heh +hey 
had crazy -thih^s like deep—fried bu-Her oh a s+ick. 

X was actually <^lad Hon was s+ill ih -the Vah, 
because X was pre-Hy sure kihd of -fhih^ 
didh+ qualify as real -food ih her book. 
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After abou+ dih hour of walkih^ +he fdir^rouhcjs^ 
Pad weh+ back te -the car te see if Mahvy was 
awake ^ete ahd he teld me ahd Rodrick te <^o 
explore oh our owh. 


"The +wo of os wahdered aroohd for a while oh+il 
we came across a teh+ where -there was some+hih^ 
bi^ <^oih<^ oh. 


1 + was a Fooles-f Foo+wear cohtes-f,, ahd 'the 
were o-f-feriftg a 
has+ies+ shoe. 


yrize. -for whoever had +he 
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"There was <x bi<^ lihe of 
■their eh-fries. 



•to sotmi-+ 




I "told Rod rick HE sh ould eh-ter, becduse if 
ANYONE deserved +0 wih this -thihc^ i+ was Rim. 


VJhile we were wdi+iha ih lihe, me dhd Rodrick 

+0 kee^> the 

^rize. X Sdid we should s^li+ i+ 5 0 - 50 becduse i+ 
wds r>y i 

+hir>^ becduse i+ wds HIS shoe dhd he wds the ohe 
who mdde ft s+ihk. 


ded, bu+ he Sdid he should ^e+ the whole 
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before we c^of +0 -the Jud^ih^ -fable, we 
reached a compromise where Xd ^e+ 10 % of +he 
prize as Rod ricks a^eh-h 

Some of +he o+her shoes looked a lo+ worse -fhah 
Rodricks, ahd X was losihc^ cohfidehce •fhaf' hed 
wih. Bui wheh ihe judges ^0+ +0 -the smell -fes+, 
i+ was all over. 



Rod rick woh -firs + prize, which -furhed 00+ -fo be 
a coupoh for ohe deep-fried bu-Her oh a s+ick. 

X +old Rod rick he could h<*Ve i+ all +0 himself, 

airy more birH-er 

made me feel a IrH-le hauseous. 

























Rodrick asked -the judges -for his shoe back, tu~h 
■they said "they were ^ohha sehd i+ oh +0 -the 
ha+iohal com^e+r+ioh. So •+h<H' le*f+ Rodrick walkih^ 
arouhd wi+h ohly ohe shoe. X decided -h> explore 
-the hearty s+alls while Rodrick was ^olishih^ o-f-f 
his s+ick o-f -fried birtter. 



Jlx> 


T~r M I 1 I TT 


BUnER ON 
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CHEW 

CHOMP 


I 1—LI 1 I 

STICK 

in i i i 



X had a SERIOUSLY close call wheh I 
•+urhed a corher ahd al mos-t rah snack ih+o -the 
eh+ire Beardo fani \y. Luckily I was able +o dock 
■for cover josi ih fine. 














































How •fhaf' X khew -the Beardos were oh -the 
fair^rouhds, X was ea^er -to ^e-f ou-f o-f -there. 

X weh+ +o look -for Rodrick, but - he mus-tve ^ohe 
back +o -the Vah. X decided "to head -there mysel-f, 
bu+ oh my way out - X spotted "the -fop o-f Moms 
head ih a crowd uhder ohe o-f -the lives+ock -teh+s. 


People were packed shoulder -to shoulder, ahd X 
-fried pushih^ my way -through +o ^e-f -fo where 
Horn was. 


Bid wheh X 30+ halfway ih, a bi<^ cheer weh+ up. 



Vlheh X -fihally made i+ up -to "the froY\-\, X was 
surprised +o see Mah^y s+ahdih^ ih -the roi ddle of 
•the crowd; holdir^ a piece of paper. 


App<*rerrHy, -there was a coh+es+ -to see who could 
coroe -the closest -to ^uessih^ -the wei^h+ o-f a ho<^; 
ahd Mahry c^ot- it- exact - !^ ri^h+. 



Xhe prize for ^uessih^ -the hoc^s weight* was a real 
live fcaty pi^. 
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Mom ex^laihed -to -the Jud^e -that’ "theyd just - 
eh-tered -the coh+es-t -for -fob ahd didh-t actually 
WANT +he fig. 


But - -the feof le ih -the crowd seemed kihd o-f 
ihsul+ed ahd wouldh-h "take ho -for ah ahswer. 



VJiTh all -the commo+ioh -this was causihg, I was 
Y\tr\/ous -the Beardo -family was gohha come over 
+o -the livestock -teht" -to see what" was goihg oh. 
Luckily, by -theh Mom seemed ready +0 get - out - o-f 
-there hersel-f, ahd we made our way +0 -the exit - . 


Pad was sitTihg ih -the Vah wit-h "the air-cohdi+iohihg 
crahked uf, ahd wheh he saw Mom carryihg a 
fig, he was a litTle -takeh by surprise. 
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Mom -filled Pad ih oh how Mahhy woh the ^>13 ih 
the cohtest, but he didht seem -too -+hrilled with 
the hews. 



Pad said we had ho busihess owhih^ a ahd 
that we heeded to take it back to the fair 
immediately. 


But Mom said it was too late, because the ^>i<^ 
had already "im^rihted” oh Mahhy. 























Pad s+ill wash + oh board, "though. H e said a pi<^ is 
a "barh ahimaf ahd could be carryih^ all sorts of 
parasi+es ahd wha+ho-t. But* Hon said a LOT of 
people keep pi^s as pe+s, ahd she'd heard -they're 
Just - as smart- as do^s. 


~Theh Rodr ick <^ot" ih oh -the cohVersa-fioh. \\t 
Vo+ed for KEEPING -the pi^ because he said we 
could ^et" -free bacoh -from it - every morhihc^, -the 
way you 


<^e-t e^s -from a chickeh. 


So ei+her he doeshf uhders+ahd how pi^s work, or 
he Jus+ washt" -thihkih^ iT all -the way -through. 



X was all ih -favor of keepih^ -the pi<^ if it" meaht" 
we could hurry up ahd ^et- c^oih^. 
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X ho-h'ced a purple Vah parked a few spaces awa^ 
from oors ; ahd X was Y\trVous -the Beardos would 
show up airy secohd. 

Pad fihally caved ih. He said if we were ^ohha 
keep -the pi^, i+ would have -to ride ih -the boaE 

e pi<^ ih 

"ihhunahe” ahd +hd+ we heeded +o fihd a place for 
i+ ih -the Vah. 


+he boa-t was 


Bui Hon said pu-ttih<^ +h 


ere wash*-t airyw 
-the pi^ ih -the Vah. Vie couldh+Jus+ le+ i+ roan 
free, ahd we couldhT exac+ly strap i+ ih wrth a 
seat - belt - , ei+her. So Hon enp+ied out - -the cooler 
e pi^ ih THERE. 



here -to PUT 


"TX>e -thih^ is, +h 



Ohce -that - was setTled, we fihally pulled ou+ of 
-the parkih<j lo+. 







After we put a few miles tetweeh us ahd the -fair, 
X could fihally treathe a^aih. 


But the pi^ started causih^ trouble ric^ht away. 
By the time we <^ot tack oh the highway, it had 
tipped over the cooler ahd was rootihc^ arouhd ih 
ohe of the Mommy Meal ba^s. 



X had +o wrah^le the pi^ tack ihto the cooler, 
ahd THIS time X strapped the seat telt across 
it so it wouldht tip over. 


Mom figured the pic^ was hohgry, so she said we 
heeded to stop ahd ^et iT some food. H er idea 
was for us to ^o to a restauraht ahd theh <yve 
the pi<^ our leftovers. Xhat souhded like a c^ood 
deal to me, sihce it meaht wed actually c^et to 
have a sit-dowh dihher. 














Vie foohcl a place -to ea+ a few miles away, ahd 
Mon s+ayed tack ih -the Vah wi+h -the pic^ while 
•the rest - of os weh+ ihside. But* wheh -the waitress 
saw -+Ka+ Rod rick was ohly wearih^ ohe shoe, she 
said she couldrrt serve hirn* 



OMELETS • PANCAKES 
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NO SHIRT 

NO SHOES 

NO SERVICE 





















... 





Pad said me ahd Rodrick could "take -turhs usihc^ 
MY shoe. Bui X wish X hadh + le+ Rodrick 30 
•firs-t, tecause hes -the worlds slowest ea+er. 
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VJheh we <^o-t tack ih -the Vah, we <^aVe -the pi^ our 
leftover corh ahd Ve<^e-takles ; which ft a-te s-tra^ht" 
ou+ of -the styrofoan coh+aiher. 


Hon s+arted lookih^ up places -to s+ay for -the 
hi^K+ oh *the GPS. She asked Rod rick +0 call a 
ho-tel +0 see if +he^ had avy roons aVailafcle.^The^ 
did ^ fctrt Rodrick blew it’b^ ^e-ttih^ -too specific. 



Hon fouhd aho+her place a few niles awa^ ahd 
-this -tine she did -the -talkih^. 


"The Ko+el was just- after -the "tolls. A few huhdred 
fee+ fron -the exit - , traffic cane +0 a crawl. 






















Xha+ was a problem for ne because X had -two 
bi^ glasses o-f lenohade a+ -the res+aurah-f ahd 
REALLY heeded -to use -the ba+h room. 


* 9 



s+aTioh up a 
Hon ahd Pad i-f X could hop ou+ ahd use +he 
bathroom, -+heh ca+ch up wi+h +he car a-f+er X 
was dohe. 


head ahd asked 



Pad didh-t like -the idea because he was worried 
-tha-t b^ -the •fine X 30+ back; -the^ ni^ht’ already 
be -through +he -tollboo-th. By how i+ was pre-Hy 
obvious -the pi^ heeded +0 qo, -too, because ft was 
ruhhih^ ih IrhHe circles ihside +he cooler. 


Hon said X could use -the ba+hroon a+ -the ^as 
s+a+ioh as loh^ as X brou^h"!' +he pi^ WITH ne. 
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So X fucked if uhder ry Arm Ahd rah Across fhree 
Uhes o-f f ra-f-fic fo fhe <^as sfAfioh. 



X fried fhe handle fo fhe mehs room, tuf if WAS 
locked. X WAifed -for fhe ^ersoh usihg if fo come 
OUT,, tuf whoever was ih fhere WAShf ih Ahy 
rush fo wrA^ fhih^s u^>. 
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X was ^eTWh^ kihd of des^erA+e, so X -tried 
•the hdhdle +o -the womehs room, W THAT was 
locked, +oo* 


X rdh tdck +o -the ca r, which KcacI ohly moved 
-forwdrd a{)oo+ five -fee-t ih -the -time X was <^ohe. 


VJKev^ X +olci Mom -thd-t fco-th bd-throoms were 
occupied, she Srt, d <3<*s s+A+ioh bd-throoms Are 
ALWAYS locked Ahd +Ka+ X hdd +0 Ask 
+he 

ATTENDANT for -the key. 

So X rdh BACK “ho -the as s+A+ioh Ahd Told 
-the <^uy a+ -the desk X heeded +0 use -the 
restroom ih a hurry. 
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X^ hot" sure what- X was ex^ec-Kh^ -froro a 
Q&s s-hvtioh ba+hrooro, but" ft was actually a lot" 
WORSE tXah X couldve eVeh ina^ihej. 



Let- roe just- say ii was ^re-tty awkward usih^ -the 
t-oilet- wi+L a -farro ahiroal s+arih^ ri^ht- at- roe. 

But- -the ^'3 was eVeh MORE erobarrassed -thah 
X was, because wheh it" was t"he ^>13 s -turh +0 <^o, 
hot-hih^ ha^ehed. 
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A*fter X ^aVe -the key back -to -the a-H-ehdah+, 

X s^oTted our Vah jus-t as i-t was about - +0 ^0 
•through +he -tollboo+h. So X s^rih-l-ed all -the way 
across -tra-f-fic +0 c^e-t +0 i+ ih fine. 

Bui before X o^ehed -the door, X wish X had 
ho+iced +ha+ -the vah didh-t have a BOAT 


a-H-ached +0 ft. 



OUR Vah was actually s+ill a -few cars tack, ahd 
by -the -time X 30+ ihside, -the ^>ig looked like he 
was abou-t +0 burs-t. 


X ^uess Hon was ri<^h+ about- ^>i<^s beih^ smart", 
because wheh X ^u+ him oh Hahhys ^oTty seat - , 
he khew EXACTLY what" +0 do. 
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Mohd ay 

VJheh we polled op -fo -the ho+el las+ hi^h-E X was 
relieved -+ha+ i+ looked a lo+ hicer -fhah +Ke place 
we s+ayed 


+he hi^K+ BEFORE. 


Hon ahd Pad wereh + -+akih0 ahy chahces oh 
^e-ttihc^ iorhed away a+ -the desk because o-f +Ke 
pi<^, so we kep+ H" ih -fKe cooler oh+il we ^0+ ih+o 


our room. 
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X "thihlc Horn ft 1+ tad dfcoir!’ +he slee^> si+ua-hoh A+ 
+Ke mo+el -the -firs-t hi^lvU tecause -this fine she 
reh+ed TWO rooms so eVeryohe would have a ted. 

Bu-t X should Ve khowh -there was a ca+ch. Horn 
said sihce she ahd Pad had Mahhv ih THEIR 
room, +he ^>i<^ was c^ohha have -to s-hy ih OURS. 

ICfg’ 



[fy 0 

1 

? 1 

• 1 

-> c2D 



X didht- khow what- X was supposed -to do wi+h "the 
^>ic^, so X "tried pu++ih^ i+ ih our ta+h+ut. But - i+ 
s+ar+ed whim^erih^ -the secohd X set- i+ dowh. 

( , I 

VJHIMP£p 
vJHIMPep 
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X decided -to lei -\\\t pi^ loose ih -\\\t ba+h room, 
bu+ wheh X peeked ihside a -few mihu+es la+er, iT 
had ^ade a TERRIBLE ness ih -there. A^d XA 
pre-Hy sure iT a-te a bar o-f soap, +00. 



X le+ -the pi<3 -free ih -the bedroom so X could keep 
ah tyt oh i+, bu+ -the -firs-t -thih^ iT did was 30 
strai^h'l' +0 "the door cohhec+ih^ -the -two rooms. 


scratch 
scratch 
scratch 1 

QSCRATCH 
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E-Veh+ually, PdJ sick of dll -the hoise dhd 



X wds so -fired X -fell dslee^> fcefore ny hedd Ki+ 
-the pillow. 


TXis morhih^ X woke o^> +0 +Ke souhd o-f weird 
hoises conihg -from -the foof- o-f ny ted. A+ fir^s+ X 
+hou<jK+ Rod rick hdd ^o+^eh eddy, tirl +Keh 
X redlized +Ke souhd wds conihg -from -the PIG. 
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X+ had somehow -figured oo+ how -to o^>eh -the 
mihibar door ahd was roo-fih^ -through ‘the cahd^ 
ahd o+her shacks ihside. 


^>icke 

+heh weh+ hex+ door +o -fell Horn ahd Pad wh<H 
d. Bo+ i+ -furhed 00+ -the ^ 

THEIR mihibar, +00. 


had raided 


ha^pehe 





Somehow iT had eVeh ^o++eh ih+o -+he DRINKS. 
X couh+ed a+ leas+ -three empty cahs oh -the 
■floor ; ahd doh-t eVeh ask me how a pi^ maha^ed 
+0 do THAT. 









































Pad weht" dowh -to -1’he froht" desk -to fell -them 
ad <^ot-teh ih-to 

sKot»ld^-+ be charged for all -the s+uff i+ a-te. 



•the mihibar ahd 


we 



But- -the clerk “hold Pad we were c^ohha h*Ve -to 
^>ay for -the s+uff fr on -the mihibar; ahd oh -to^> 
of THAT; -there was a fifty-dollar ^ehalty for 
Violatih^ -the ho-tels ho ^>et -policy. 


Af+er -the fihal -tally; -the ehded ip costth^ us 
more -thah -the ROOMS did. 


Mon was ea^er -to ^et- oh -the road; so she woke 
Rod rick ip ahd -told hirn +0 <^et" ih -the shower. 

X probably shouldve mehttohed +0 hirn tW 
-the was ih -the bat-h+ub before he st-e^ed ih. 
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VJKeh we 30+ ih -the car, Pad was oh -the ^Kohe 
wi+K his o-f-fice. A^areh-Hy, -there was some sort- 
of emer^ehcy ; Ahd he was -the ohly ohe who khew 
how +o -take cAre o-f i+. 


Horn h<*d ^Uhhed a bi^ cJa^ -for us wi+h lot's of 
s+o^s, so she WASh+ hap^y +hA+ P^d had -to deAl 
wrlh a work si+uA+ioh. E>u+ we Ki+ +Ke roAc! AhVWA^r 
Ahd PaJ +Alkecl oh -the ^>hohe wKile he drove. 



Ill 
























0 ur -firs-h s+op was a place -+h<*'l' claimed -to have 
+Ke lar^es-t piece of popcorh ih -the world, which 
ehded up ho+ beih^ +h^+ impressive. firs-h of all, 
i+ wash-+ a real piece of popcorh, i+ was a wood 
carvih^, ahd secohd, i+ wash + eVeh all bi<^. 


VJheh we ^o+ 00+ of -the car, Pad s+ayed back 
oh his call, 'The pi^ s+ayed, +00, sleepih^ off -the 
drihks -from -the mihibar. 



Hex+ we weM- +0 a place -fhaVs supposedly "world 
•famous because i+ has li-fe-size carvih^s of all -the 
U.S. presideh+s ih bu-H-er. 
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"This -tine Hon nade Pad ou+ o-f -the Vah ahd 
joih us j bu+ he s+ayed oh -the ^>hohe -the whole -time. 



VJheh we tc^cjc. ih -the c ar, Hon le+ Pad khow 

'/ 

fine.” Pad -hold her he Jus+ heeded +o deal wrlh 
ohe more work issue , ahd a-f+er i+ was -takeh care 
o-f, hed ^iVe us his -full a-Heh-froh. 

Pad said he was abou+ +o ^e+ a call -from ohe o-f 
his ih-ferha-Wohal clieh+s ahd +h<*+ wheh he DID, i+ 
was really in^or+ah-l- -for eVer^ohe +o s+ay <^uie-h so 
i+ would seen like Pad was ih +he o-f-ficz. 


i+ wash+ OK -for hin +o be nissihc^ ou+ oh -fani 
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X+ di<Jh+ look like was <^ohhA be a bi<^ problem. 

MAhhy was AlreA<iy dowh -for K<s A-f+erhooh hAp, 
e was s+ill 


^Assed ou+ ih -the cooler. 


Ahd +K 



A "few mihu-l-es lA+er, pAds caII cAme ih. You could 
■fell by how loud +he <^uy was +Alkih^ -+h<*+ he was 
u^se+. Bu+ PAd s^>oke ih a reAl eVeh -+ohe, Ahd his 
clieh+ seemed +0 cAlm dowh. 


'The res+ o-f us s+Ayed as <juie+ as we could. Bui 

^>Acks o-f bubble 


^um a 

s+Ar+ed cKewih^ i+ reAl loud. 


pu-f aII -five pieces ih his mou +k 



Horn shA^ed her -f\Y\^trs +0 +ry Ahd ^e+ him -+0 
S+o^> mAkih^ So much hoise. 












B(/+ her firmer sha^pih^ was ac+ually LOUDER 
•+hah -the chewihe^ which you could -fell was 
irri+a+ih^ Pad. 



Horn waVv+ed Rod rick -to <^e+ rid o-f his ^un ; so she 
pressed +he bu-Hoh -to opeh +he suhroo-f. Bui wheh 
she DID; -the souhd o-f air blowih^ ihside +he Vah 
was like a Je+ -turbihe. 



Horn realized she had made a mis+ake, so she 
pressed +he buEIoh +o CLOSE +he suhroo-f. Bu+ 
before i+ shu+ all -the way, Rod rick chocked his 
^on -through +he o^ehih^. 
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Ik fcoomerah<^ed ric^h'l' BACK ahd 30+ s+uck 
ih -the ^ear -track of -the suY\roo-f . 



Mom frah+icaiy pressed -the close fcirH'oh, fcu+ 
■the suhroo-f was jammed o^eh. A"t +h<*+ momeh-t, 
-the air rushih^ ih from oirlside dislodged Flat - 
S+ahle^ from -the Veh+, ahd he weh+ flyih^. 



Pad was havihg a really hard -time cohcehtra-Whg 
oh his call ahd was fumtIih^ witF +he fco+'l'ohs -to 
-try ahd shot - +he suY\roo-f himself. 


116 


















Bu-h how he didh-+ have a har>d oh -the wheel ahd 
was s+eerih^ wi+h his KNEES. 



Pad s-far+ed drif-ft'h^ ou-t of his lahe, Ahd -the 
driver o-f a hi^e +rac+or—Irailer lei os khow rh, 
which made Pad drop his phohe. 
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Xhe horh also S'+ar-hled Mahhy, ahd his paci-fier 
popped ou+ ahd oh+o +he -floor. 


was sockihg air like he s+ill had his paci-fier 
ih his mou+h, ahd X khew we had abou+ +eh 
secohds +o -fihd i+ be-fore he had a -full-oh +ah+rom. 

I 

THWUP 
THWUP 
THWUP 


X spo++ed +he pacifier oh +he -floor ih -froh+ o-f 
me ahd +ried +o oh-fas+eh ny sea+ bel+ so X could 
reach i+. Bo+ ihs+ead X accideh+all^ uhbuckled +he 
sea+ bel+ holdih^ -the COOLER ih place. 



Mahh 


1 


Pad was +ryihg +o reach -for his phohe a+ +he 
same +ime, ahd he jerked +he car +o +he left,, 
which made +he cooler +ip over. 
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How i+ was ■Io-I'aI chaos. "The was loose, Mahiry 
was cryih^, ahd Pad was corsih^ tecause he couldn't 
reach his ^>hohe. 


Boi -the naih ^rotlem was -the PIG. X+ was 
c^oih^ tahahas., ruhhihc^ aroohd oh +he -floor ahd 



Theh, all of a suddeh, -the weh+ <^uie-+. A^d 
wheh he ^o^>ped tack u^, we khew why. 


SOCK 

\> S OCK 

I) SUCK 















X reached o</+ real slowly ahd plucked Mahhys 
pacifier ou+ of 


■the pi^s mou-+h. Ar*d •fha+s wheh 



X c^uess +he pi^ decided "this was i+s chahce -to 
make a ruh for H\ X+ hopped up oh Mahhys sea+ 
ahd "tried +o squeeze -through "the wihdow, which 
was opeh a crack. 



Xhe pi^ maha^ed +o <^e+ i+s head ahd froh+ le^s 
ou+ +he wihdow ahd wouldve made Hh ALL "+he 
way ou+ if Hon hadh+jumped over her sea-l - ahd 
^ratted rts hihd le^s. 
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Bu^ wheh she luhc^ed for -the she kicked a 
tu+toh oh -the s+ereo, ahd how we had "the Spahish 
CD fclarihc^ a+ -full Volume. 



1U whole -time, Pad was swervihc^ all over -the 
^>lace. 
ahd c 

•pull +he Vah over ahd furh off -the s+ereo. 


£.Veh+ually, Horn ^o+ -the tack ihside 
osed Mahhys wihdow. Pad maha^ed +o 


X+ was cjoie-h ih +he car for a full mihu+e while 

was really ma 
-th<*"l’ we messed u^> Kis tusihess call ^ ahd he le+ us 
khow rh 


eVeryohe cau^h+ +heir trea+h. Pad 
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Bui He ^rotrtty sHouldve nade sure His ^Hohe was 
off -firs-\\ Because wHeh He ^u-f d -to His ear, His 
cl ieh-+ was s+ill oh -+He o+Her ehd. 


' XutsA ay 

Af+er Pad s work-call disaster yesterday, He ahd 
Hon Had a loh^ -talk ou+side +He car. ^THeh +Hey 
30+ tack ih, ahd we drove ih silehce for a wHile. 


A Half Hour la-ter we gulled ih+o -+He ^arkih^ lo+ 
of a pe'H'ih^ zoo. Hon o^ehed +He side door ahd 
-took +He cooler wi+H +He pi^ ih d ou+ of +He Vah. 
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Mom weh+ ihside, a 
00+ wi+h ah emp+y 


hd -five miho+es la+er 
cooler. 



e came 


Personally, X wash-|- sad +o see +he pi<3 <30, bo+ 
Mahhy was a differeh+ s+ory. 



X^ ho+ so sore Mom was doih^ +he pe-Hih<3 zoo 
■favors by doha+ih^ a pi^ +ha+ bi+es kids. 

was really 

KILLING me. 




Pad said +ha+ +he pic^ probably hadh+ had ahy 
immohiz-a+iohs ahd mi^K+ eVeh have rabies, which 
was NOT wha+ X wah+ed +0 hear. 


Xve seeh ehouc^h horror movies -to khow -that* wheh 
a ^ersoh <^e-ts bit- by ah ahimal, hot"hih0 <^ood 
comes o-f it". "The LAST -thih^ I heed is -to -turh 
iht"o some kihd o-f were-pi<^, because -that" could 
really mess u^> my datth^ life. 


V Jf THERE'S A 
FULL MOON 
TONIGHT? 



Cftez Henri 

T really? TXZ 

HADN'T \I 
EVEN L 
NOTICED? I— 


Horn -took a look at" my fih^er ; ahd X could "hell 
she was a litTle worried. She said we should fihd 
a doctor -to check it- out", which didh-t calm my 
herves ahy. 


Horn tried +0 fihd ah emer^ehcy-care ^>lace oh 
-the GPS, but- t-here was ho+hih^ wi-thih a fifty- 
mil e radius. 









































Bo+ sKe DID find a VETERINARIAN'S office 
five mino+es oo +Ke road. 

SKe said a Ve+erihariah would h*Ve -the sane s+uff 
as a regular doc-tar, tu+ a ve-|- could ac-taall^ be 
BETTER because -\\\ey ni<jh+ khow a -ihihg or 
-two <*fcou+ pic^ brtas. 

I Kohes-Hy 4u>u 3 h+ Hon w as jokihc^ arouhd abou+ 
-this Ve-terihariah -thih^, bu+ she w as dead serious. 
Ahd a -few mihu-|-es la+er we pulled ih-ta -the 
parkih^ lo-t. 


VETERINARIAN 



Hon -Talked +0 -the recep+iohis-l- a + -the -froh-t desk 
while -the res-t o-f us wai-ted oh a behch. 
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A nihu+e U+er Hon cone back wi+H a clipboard 
ahd sone paperwork +o -fill ou-+. 


AH I cah s<xy is , X Ko^?e -this s+uf-f doesh+ <^e+ 
•filed oh py ^ernaherrl- records because i-f i+ cro^s 
u^> la+er ih life , i+ could be enbarrassih^. 


Emergency Pet Care 

Patient Registration 



History of worms? Yes 0 NoD 

ah. ai<jc?c 

Last rabies shot: Ni /A 

Spayed/Neutered? Yes □ No £3 
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Ohce Mom Kahded ih -toms, -\\\t recep-hohis-l 
+old me X could siT wi+K "iKe o+Ker ' pa-h’eh+s +o 
war! -for -+Ke doctor. 

fcecause 
a ^erfcil 

-+K<*+ K<*d swallowed a ci^are-H-e ahd a ca+ -+K<*+ 
^o - !' iTs -face s+uck ih a yo^ur+ coh+aiher. 


COUGAy 

r.nuGu 



Youd +Kihk Xd some soH- of 
Im a Kumdh fceih^, bu+ X 30+ pu+ te^ihd 



VJKeh we K<*d our do^, Swee+ie, Mom K<*d To "take 
Kim +o +Kc Ve+ a buhcK of -times for <^etTih<^ ih+o 
s+uff Ke wash + supposed "to ea-t. Bu-t -tKe LAST 
-time sKe -took Kim, sKe didh + really heed -to. 

Mom K<*d fouhd a fcuhcK of empty cellopKdhe 
wrappers from a pack of wKoopie pies ih -tKe lauhdr' 
room, ahd sKe Swee+ie K<*d ea+eh -tKem. 
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Ap^areVvHy, chocolate is like POISON +o a 
do<^, so Hon rushed Kin -to -I'he ve+ +0 ^e-I his 
s+onach ^>un^>ed. 



HBBHB 

SBHH0 



VJheh Hon brou^h+ Swee+ie hone from -the Vef, 
she -told ne he had c^o'H'eh ih+o -the whoo^ie ^>ies. 
X *fel+ kihd of bad, because X was +he ohe who 
a+e +hen, ho+ +he do^. 


A^d from wha+ Xve heard , ^e-Hih^ joor s+onach 
^un^ed ish+ a real ^leasaM- ex^eriehce. 


/ I OWE \ 
' YOU ONE! 
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X -feel like my Visrl -to -the Ve+ was paytack for 
•the whoopie pie ihcideh-t, especially wheh -the horse 
weighed me oh -the same scale -they ose for DOGS. 


II 



^ 


2gl DOGGie POUNDS 


-JfHl 

e 

I 

sj 

11 


Xhe horse -took my -tempera-lore, -too, ahd h<*d 
me hold -the -thermometer ohder my -toh^oe -for 
-thirty secohds. 


VJheh X ^ot tack to the waitih^ area,, Rod rick 
-fold me +H«+ wheh they take ah ANIMAL'S 
temperatore, they stick the thermometer 
somewhere ELSE, ahd they protatly ose the 
same ohe -for all their patiehts. 
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X was worried Rod rick mi^K‘1' be P^KR bu+ -I’Keft 
X realized +Kis ihforma+ioh was comih^ -from a <^uy 
wKo was ea+ih^ <^erbil ^elle+s. 


crunch 

crunch 



Xwice wKile we were warhVuj a+ -+Ke Ve+s, Mahhy 
bol+ed ou-|- -+Ke froh-t - door, ahd bo+K "times Pad 
grabbed Kim before Ke ^o+ +oo far. X +Kiftk 
Mahhy was ^re-Hy mad abou-l- us leavihc^ Kis ^i^ 
a+ +Ke pe'H'ih^ zoo, <W He was ac+ihg ou+. 

CHECKS 
CASHED 
HERE! 

&5 IT 



VJKeh X was Mahhy s a^e, X used +o ^e+ mad a+ 
Horn ahd Pad ahd try -to ruh away all -tKe "time. 
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X remember ohce wKeh we were ih -+Ke cKah^ih^ 
room a-+ ■+ \\t ^>ool ahd Horn was -tryih^ +o moke 
me wear a ba+Kih<^ sui+ X didh-+ like. X "took off 
ruhhih^, bu-t X wash-t really +Kihkih^ aboo+ where 
X was GOING. 



RODRICK used +0 ruh away a lo-+, -too. VJKeh he 
was ih firs-I ^rade, hed -take off every day a+ -the 
same -time, but’ hed come back Home wheh Horn -told 
Kim his -faVonTe TV show was oh. 































































































Ylheh Mahhy Tried To ruh away a THIRD Time 
Today, Mom fcou^hT a reTracTatle leash aT The 
frohT desk To -try ahd kee^> hi™ uhder cohTrol. 



Mom also c^oT a fcahda^e -for Rodricks -fooT so we 
could sTarT <^oih<^ ihTo resTaurahTs as a -family a^aih. 



Rhally, The VeTerihariah was ready To see me, ahd 
The horse led os ihTo The exam room. My ^>alms 
sTarTed ^eTTihc^ sweaTy, fcecaose X always ^eT a 
liTTle hervoos wheh iTs Time To see The docTor. 
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Xn ho+ d bi^ *fdh o*f heedles, dhd Hon khows 
i+. So whehever X heed +o <^e+ d -flu sho+ or 
sone-thi^; Hon doesh + -tell ne iTs conih^. 


A^d by ihe +ine X -figure 00+ whd+s ^oihg oh, 
i+s +00 ld+e. 


/HEY, IS THA?\ 
A HOT-AIR 
V BALLOON? / 



Bu+ +here wereh+ dhy sho+s +his *h‘ne drouhd. 
Hon fold +he Ve+ whd-+ had hd^pehed, dhd she 
+ook d look d-f ny -fihc^er. 

Xhe ve+ Sdid "there wds ho+hih<j +0 worry dbot/t 
sihce -the ^>i<js -tee+h hddh + brokeh -the skih. 
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She ^>u+ some ah-Kbac-tenal oih+meh+ oh my -finger 
Jus-t -to be safe ahd +heh seh+ me oh my way. 



X c^o'H'd say ^ X was pre-Hy impressed by -the 
whole Ve+erihariah ex^eriehce. Xhe doctor was ho- 
hohsehse Ahd didhAmbush me wi+h ahy heedles. 

X -figure wheh we c^e-f back home X mi<^h+ research 
some Ve+erihariahs ih our area. Xm ho+ sayih^ 

Xm de-fihi+ely goiftg -to make -t"he switch, bu+ X 
do wah+ +o see wh<*+ my o^+iohs are. 

After +he Ve+s, Pad s^eh+ some -time -fryi'h^ +o 
<^e+ +he gun 0U+ o-f H"he suhroo-f wi+h a ^>o^sicle 
s+ick. Bu+ i+ was -too messy ahd eVeh+ually he 
^aVe u^>. 
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Pad didh't’ like ho+ beihc^ able -to close +he suhroo-fj 
so he drove arouhd “lTyih<j -to -fihd a mechahic who 
could fix rh Bu+ hobody he -talked +0 would do i+ 
■for uhder a hundred bucks. 


So Pad weh+ +0 a grocery s+ore ahd bought" some 
cellophahe ahd duc+ -fa^e, ahd he -fashiohed his 
OWN su^roo-f. 
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X -fhihk Pad was ^>re-Hy ^>roud of himself for 
savih^ mohey oh repairs, es^eciaiy wheh d s+ar+ed 
+o raih ahd his homemade suhroof held 



wi+h wa+er ahd tu^s. 


SLO Sff 



£.Veh+uall^ -the whole -+hih0 <^aVe wa^, ahd for 
ohce X was ^lad +0 te srhh’h^ ih +he tack. 


«b* u> ° 5 * 
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Vie parked uhder ah overpass ahd warded -for -+K e 
raih -to clear uy while Mahiry ahd Rod rick chah^ed 
ih+o some iry clo+hes. 

The -\riy was a H-o+al disas+er u^> +0 ihis ^>oih+, 
ahd eVeh Hom was read^ +o adr^i^ rh 

She said i+ ^rotatly wash-+ such a ^ood idea -to do 
everythin accordih^ -to -+he ma^azihe, ahd +h<*+ 
i-f we switched -thih^s u^> a IrbHe, na^fce we could 
-turh -the -tri^ arouhd. 



B* \ V V I V fl V A 
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Mom said FhaF from Fheh oh, wed <30 wherever 
Fhe road -took us ahd wed make decisiohs as a 
FAMILY aloh<3 FU way. She said Fhe resF of 
Fhe Fri^> could te like Fhose Choose Your Owh 
AdvehFure tooks. 


X always liked Fhose tooks, tecause oh every pa^e 
you ^eF Fo make a decisioh FhaF charges Fhe sFory. 


The ancient statue has a 
priceless gem in its eye 
socket. The inscription at 
the base of the statue 
reads STEAL FROM ME 
AND PERISH. What do 
you do? 



If you pry the gem from 
the statue, turn to page 40. 

If you stop and pet the 
kitten, turn to page 23. 


~The ^rotl 
FhaF ^eF 


em is, X heVer seem Fo 
me Fo a h<*^y ehdih^. 


make Fhe ch 


oices 
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Xh -fac-l-, i+ seems like ho ma-Her WHAT choice X 
make, iTs always -the WRONG ohe. 



X wash + so sore atoo+ Homs hew abroach, tu+ X 
■figured avy+hih<j was ah im^roVemeh'l' as loh^ as X 
didh + ^e+ kiT t^ ahy more ^i^s. 


A*f+er -the raihs+orm passed; we 30+ tack ih -the 
car ahd ^ave Homs idea a -\ry. VJheh we reached 
oor -firs- I- ih+ersec-hoh, she asked eVer^ohe i-f we 
should +urh ri^h+ or le-f+ or <^o s+rai^hH"- 
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So we Kdci a VoFe. He ahd Rodrick VoFed Fo Furh 
ri<^hF, ahd F^aFs whaF we did. A^d wheh we 30F 
+0 ANOTHER ih+ersec+ioh^ we VoFed a^aih, ahd 
Fhis Fine we Furhed LEFT. 



Vie drove ihFo Fhis liFFle Fowh F^aF K«*d Fwo 
resFaorrthFs , Ahd A-fFer we VoFed, we wehF Fo ohe 

Fhe fcesF Apple 
&cF, iF was so c^ood we 
ordered a SECOND ohe. 


pie IVe ever 
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Mom was really pleased with herself for comih^ u^> 
with "this hew abroach ahd said she was c^ohha 
write ih +0 " Family Frolic’* ahd tell THEM about it. 

"The ohly ^ersoh who WASN T havih^ a <^ood 
time was MANNY, who still seemed u^>set about 
the ^ig. Mom kept the leash oh him eVeh while we 
were eatih^, to make sure he didht try ahd ruh 
away a^aih. 

After luhch, Mom asked me to take Mahhy to the 
bathroom, which ohly h<*d ohe toilet ih it. So X 
waited outside for him to do his busihess. 



Mahhy was ih there for a while, ahd I started to 
wohder what was takih^ him so Ioh0. 
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X -finally o^>ehed -the door, Ahd he was GONE. 



Luckily , Pad saw MAhhy -through -the -froh+ 
wihdow of ihe res+AurAh+ Ahd scooped Lin'' u^> 
t e-fore i+ was -too U+e. BecAuse if i+ h<*d beeh 
Aho+her roihu+e or -two, who khows HOW -f<\r he 
wouldve c^o-Heh. 
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Hahh 

ivv+o his car sea-h VJKeh we +o a s+o^li^h"L 
eVeryohe Agreed Tha-I we should 30 left, ahd we 
waited -for +he li^h+ +0 charge. 


Vie ^0+ tack ih •+h& Vah ahd Hon s+ra^p* 


Ylheh i+ iurhed ^reeh, Pod s+epped oh -the ^as, 
tu+ a car cane ou-t o-f howhere ahd TOTALLY 
rah -the red lt^K+- 


Pad laid oh -the horh, tu+ -the driver Jus+ ke^+ 
oh ooiho. __ 



"Theh aho+her car rah -the li^h‘1'; ahd "theh 
ANOTHER. X+ was like hotody eveh NOTICED 
+ha+ -the li^h‘1' was red. 
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Pad was ^e-H-ih^ pre-Hy -frus+ra+ed, ahd wheh he 
saw a <^a^> te+weeh -two cars, he ^u+ -the ^edal -to 
+he -floor ahd hohc^ a 1 eft. 



Vie tarely squeezed ih frohi of -the NEXT car, 
which ALSO rah -the li^h'E 


Vlheh X looked tack a-h H"he car tehihd os, X 
ho+iced sone+hih^ weird. Xhere was a IrH-le fla<^ oh 
either side of -the hood. 
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Mom hoFiced Fhe fla^s, Foo, ahd she <^oF really 
u^seF. She said Fhe Vehicles behind us were ^>arF o-f 
a FUNERAL ^rocessioh. 


durih^ a -fuheral, cars are 
allowed Fo o^o Fhroo^h red li^hFs oh Fheir way 
•from Fhe church Fo Fhe cemeFery so Fhey cah all 
sFick Fo^eFher. A^d how wed ^ohe ahd cuF o-f-f 
Fhe lihe o-f cars. 



Pad was c^eFFih^ pahicky FhaF all Fhe cars behihd 
our Vah were how -followihg US, ahd he Fried Fo 

our Fail by ma 


kih^ a -few cjuick Furhs. 











1+ didh+ work, -though. Pad said he was <^ohha 
^e+ back oh -the highway ahd -fry -to lose +he cars 
THAT way, bu-+ Mom said -the LEAST we could do 
was lead +he people behihd us +o -the ceme+ery. 


So Mom -ty^ed ceme+ery ih+o +Ke GPS, ahd 
•there was ohe jus-t a -few blocks away. 



Vie drove -through -the ^a+es ahd parked aloh<^ -the 
side of -the ^a+h* ^C~VtryoY\t who was -followih^ us 
c^ot - ou-h of -their cars, bu+ -they seemed coh-fused. 


Ohe look a+ -the ^raVes+ohes ahd i+ was clear wha+ 
h<*d K^^ehed. A^^reh+ly, -the GPS treat's all 
cemeteries -the same, ahd it had takeh us to a 
PET cemetery. 
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A-f+er escd^ih^ wi+h our lives -from -\\\t ^e+ 
ceme+er^, eVer^ohe decided i+ would be bes+ +o 
Jus^ ^>dc|c i+ ih -for hi^K+. So we fouhd <* 
miles dWd^ rt 
seVeh+K -floor. 



Ko+el (X -few 
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Pad wash - ! conformable leaVihc^ all our s+uff ih 
+Ke Vah, sihce soneohe could c^e-t ih -through -the 
suhroof ahd s+eal wha+ever -they warded, so we 
had +o -fake EVERYTHING irdo -the ho+el. 



"This norhih<^ Hon warded "to kee^> c^oih^ wdh 
-the Choose Your Owh Adverdure ^lah. X was 
s-fard'h^ +0 wohder if d was such a <^rea-h idea, 
sihce iT alnosm <^o+ us killed yes+erday, bu+ Hon 
sdckiha wdh d. 


was 


She grabbed a buhch of brochures fron -the frord 
desk ahd brouc^bd "then -ho breakfast so we could 

e day. 


figure ou+ wh<d we warded +o do -for +H 
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'There were dc+udiy TOO ndiry o^-Wohs, dhd 
hobod^ could decree oh whd+ +0 do. 

Pdd wdh+ed +0 +d(ce dh dll—dd^ guided +our o-f d 
Civil VJdr bd'H'le-field. Hon wdh+ed +0 0^0 +0 -the 
bedcK. A^d Rodrick wdh+ed +0 30 +0 -the elec+ric 
^ui+dr nuseun. 
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ylhd't looked like +Ke mos+ -fuh +o ME was a place 
called Soak Ceh+ral. Vie weh+ -to a wa+er park 
LAST summer to+ ^o+ raihed ou-so X -figured 
-+K.S would ma ke up -for rh 



Bu^ Horn read "through +Ke brochure ahd said Soak 
Ceh+ral looked ' ar-h'-ficial ahd +Ka+ +Ke whole 
poiM - of -this -trip was +o AVOID places like -+h<*"L 
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coo 

she was makih^ ah execo+iVe decisioh ahd +h«*+ 
we were t^oih^ -ho -the teach. Pad didh + com^laih; 
tecaose In sore he was -thihkih^ -th<*‘t if we were 
c^oih^ +o +he shore ; he m»^h+ ac+oally ^e+ a 
chahce +o ose Kis BOAT. 


Since notod 


Id ac^ree oh ahy+hih^; Hon said 


Xn really ho+ noch of a teach ^ersoh nysel-f. 
VJheheVer we 30 +0 ohe, we trih^ a tlahke+ ahd 
spread i+ 00+, -theh si+ -there for -the whole da^. 
A^d ^00 cah+ really ^0 anywhere, tecaose ^00 re 
worried someohe will -take your s^o+. 



^The las+ -time we weh-t +0 -the teach , Pad troo^h+ 
-the -tar^> he oses +0 cover -the toa+ so wed have 
more room ■for our -family ahd all oor s+o-ff. 










Bert -the +«*r^> was a+ LEAST -twice -the size o-f our 
old blAhke- 1 , Ahd rt -took u^> a -toh o-f s^Ace oh 
•the beAch. 


Tlo+ +o meh+ioh -the -fAct - -th<*+ rts ruade o-f 
PLASTIC, so wi+h +he suh beA+ih^ dowh, rt 
was like srbhYuj ih a fryih^ ^>Ah. 



X+ was ESPECIALLY embArrASsihg wheh -the 
rest- o-f ry -fAnil^ weh+ +0 <^rAb luhch oh -the 
boArdwAlk Ahd X h<*d +0 h<*hc^ bAck oh -the +Ar^> 
b^ rysel-f +0 WA+ch our s+u-f-f. 

















So X wash-+ real exerted atou+ ^oih^ +o -the teach; 
especially sihee X khew Pad had his toa-f -+arp 
wiih hi™. 


'The teach was a -few boors' drive away, so X 
decided +o -fake a hap uh+il we ^o+ -there. A^d 
telieVe me, wi+h all -the Juhk -piled op ih +He tack 
of +He mihivah, i+ wash-+ easy. 



I woke oo wheh +he vah slowed dowh. X •thoo^h'l' 
we were a+ -the teach; to+ we h<*dh'"t eVeh ^oEteh 
+o -the trid^e ye-t. X+ seemed like eVeryohe had 
-the same idea WE did. 
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VJKeh we were abou+ a <^uar-|-er of a mile from 
+Ke bridge, I could -tell Pad was s-tartih^ +o 
^e+ htrvous. 


He HATES bridges, because for some reasoh he 
^e+s diz-2-y whehever he has +o drive over ohe. 



"The bridge +o -the beach is ohe of -those kihds 
-that's really hi<)h above -the wa+er, ahd Im sure 
Pad wash-t lookih^ forward +0 beih^ s-tuck oh iT 
for -the hex+ half hour. 

Horn -told Rod rick HE could drive. So we -pulled 
over ahd eVeryohe switched sea+s. 
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Pad 'took my ^>lace ih -the tack so he wouldht - see 
■the trid^e ou-t -the froh+ wihdow ; ahd X moved +0 
•the middle row. 


VJheh Rodrick c^o-t ih -the drivers sea-t, he -took 
advah+a^e of Pad s radio role ahd tlas+ed heavy 
me+al music. A^d X could "tell -tha+ wash-t hel^ih^ 
Pad s herves. 



VJe were ohly 301'h^ atou - !' -three miles ah hour. 

X+ looked like we were <^ohha te sfuck oh -the 
trid^e eVeh loh^er -thah X ex^ec+ed, so X o^ehed 
•the ta<^ of cheese curls Rodrick tou^h"! a+ -the 
grocery s+ore. 
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sphere was a seagull si++ih<j oh -the bridge railih^ 
hex-t +o our mihivah, ahd i+ looked ric^h't a+ me. 



X ^uess X kihd of fel+ sorry for rt, so X -tossed 
a cheese curl ou+ of -the suhroof. X have -to sa^, 
X was pre-Hy impressed wheh -the seagull cau^hi 
■the -thihc^ ih midair. 
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X was about - -to -throw it - ANOTHER ohe, but - 
Hon stuped me. 


She said seagulls are really a<^ressive, ahd ^ivihc^ 
-them "people -food is a bad idea. 


She was ri^ht - about - -the degressive -thih^, 
because -two secohds la+er -the seagull was oh +o^ 
o-f -the car, ahd you could "tell it* wah+ed more -food. 




X "threw aho+her ohe at - it - +0 try ahd make it - 
30 away, but - -the seagull hobbled -the cheese curl, 
which -fell ri^ht - back ih+o +he car. 
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'Thd+S wheh •thirds BAD. 



Fhe seagull ho^ed dowh INTO -the car ahd die 
-the cheese curl off +he -floor. 


For a secohd, eVeryohe was ih a s+a-t-e of shock +h<*+ 
a seagull was ih our Vah, ahd hobody moved a muscle. 



Fhe seagull squawked a -few -limes ahd +heh -tried 
+0 -fly back ou+ "the way iT came ih. Bu-h i+ missed 
+he o^>ehih0 by aboo-I -two fee+ ahd smacked ih+o 
+h e roof. 
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Xheh i+jus+ weh-+ cor^le-tely hu+s, -flyih^ 

Arouhd Ahd crAshih^ ih+o -the wihdows. S-Veryohe 
was ih a +o+aI ^Ahic, Ahd -feA-l-hers Ahd cheese 
curls were everywhere. 



~Theh -the seA^ull 30+ greedy Ahd ^rAtfced +he I)a^ 
o-f cheese curls o-f-f +he -floor. Bu+ X shAc^ed i+ 
Ahd held oh -for deAr li-fe. ^^trjoY\t was yellih^ a+ 

me +o le+ qo o-f +he t>A<^ ; tu+ X wASh+ <yvih0 ih. 
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T'i'hdll y, -+Ke seagull tea-|- me ih our -tu^-o-f-war ahd 
■flew s-trai^h'l' u^> -through "the sunroof, -fakiru^ -the 
cheese curls wi+h rh Bu+ -+he seagull duiirvf -far 
wrl-h +he ba^. 



Abou+ -three-quarters o-f -the cheese curls ehjed 
uf BACK ih -the mihivah, ahd -from -there i-t was a 
-to+al hi^h'teiare. 
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A few o-f -the seagulls -flew u^> -froh-E ahd Kodrick 
^o-t so -freaked ou-t he hrt -the <^as. Vlheh -the 
fcirds fihally cleared out* ahd -thirds se-Hled dowh, 
we had a whole NEW problem -to deal wi-th. 



Believe rt or hoN +he ^eo^le ih -the car we 
rear-ehded were actually ^re-Hy hice. 

1 + was a mah ahd his wife, ahd "they seemed +0 
uhders+ahd i+ was ah accideh+. So -they exchah^ed 
ihsurahce ih-forma+ioh wi+h Pad; ahd "the police 
didh+ eVeh heed +0 ^e+ ihVolved. 


X-f ahy+hih^ GOOD came ou+ o-f -the accideh+, rt 
was +ha+ i+ ^0+ us out" o-f 301'h^ -to -the teach. 
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TKe BAD hews was -that- how our Vah wouldht" 
st-art-, ahd we had +0 wait- ah hour for a -taw 
•truck -ta cone. 


All -the traffic weht- dowh +o ohe lahe, ahd -that" 
didht- nake us -tao ^o^ular wi+h -the ^eo^le 
•to cross -the bridge. 




~The Quy at- -the au-ta repair sho^> said we cracked 
-the radia-tar ahd i+ was ^ohha -take at- least- 
four or five hours t-o fix it-. "That" neaht" we 
heeded +o fihd sonet"hih<^ t"o do for -the rest" of 
t-he da^. 
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VJheh we sieved outside , X was ^re-Hv shocked 
+o -fihd oo+ we were ohly +wo blocks awa^ -fron 
SoAk Ceh+rAl; which is where X WAh+ed +o 30 ih 
-the FIRST ^Uce. 



X BEGGED Hon -to le+ us ^o -there while we were 
WAiTih^ -for -the VAh -to <^e+ -fixed. 

She SAid she would rA+her we did sone+hi^ 
wholesone like o^o -to a IocaI librAry, bu+ Fhis Fine 
she was ouFvoFed -four Fo ohe. 
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So we walked -to Soak Cehtral ahd ^>aid for -ticke+s 
a-t -the <^a-te. "TKeh we ^o+ a locker ahd ^>u+ ih all 
+U s+uff +W we didh-h waht- -ho ^e+ wet\ 



Vie charged ih-fr> our ka+hih^ sui+s ahd ™e+ ou+side 
-the restrooms. X+ was SUPER crowded; ahd 
-there was ho way we were ^ohha -fihd -five louh^e 
chairs all -to^et-her. Vie eVeh+ually ■fouhd ONE 
chair wi+h a -few trokeh straps, ahd dunked our 
-towels ahd "the rest" of our s^uff oh rh 
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Mom ahd Pad s+aved tack wi+h Mahvy, so me 
ahd Rodrick were oh our owh. Bi/t Mom said she 
wah+ed ihe +wo o-f us +o s+ick -fo^e+her. 



Vie weh+ +o +he ^iahf wave ^?ool -firs-L tu+ -there 
were atou-1 a BILLION ^eo^le ih rh 



Rodrick suc^es+ed we ^>la^ hide-ahd-seek, tu+ 
wi+h all -the ^>eo^>le ahd ra-f+s ih -the ^>ool, X 
khew d would te impossible -for -the seeker -to -fihd 
-the Kider. 
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X said Fo make iF FAIR, Fhe hider cooldhF swin 
ohderwaFer. X didhF really FrosF Rodrick hoF Fo 
cheaF, toF he cane op wiFh a way Fo nake sore Fhe 
hider followed Fhe roles. 


Rodrick 30F a paper place naF fron Fhe shack tar 
ahd said Fhe hider h*d Fo keep iF dry Fo prove he 
didhF 30 ohderwaFer. A^d X have Fo admiF, X 
was preFFy inpressed he cane op wiFh FhaF all oh 
his owh. 



X VolohFeered Fo te Fhe firsF hider ahd foohd a 
spoF aF Fhe far ehd of Fhe pool where X khew 
Rod rick woold have Frootle fihdih^ ne. 
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VIU+ I DIDN’T khow W dS Rod rick had 

wri+ieh some+hih^ oh -the place ma+ before ^ivih^ 
i+ +0 me. Uh-for+ohrt+el^ eVeryohe AROUND me 
ho+iced before X did. 


? 



VJh<H' he wro+e would ve beeh bad ehouc^h oh i+s 
OWN ; bu-t 4 >e misspelled word somehow made i*t 
WORSE. 
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A^d eVeh MORE entdrrrtssih^ was wKeh +Ke 
lifeguard 30+ dowh -from Ker cKair ahd +old roe X 
K<*d +o <^e+ ou+ of +Ke ^>ool. 



YlKeft i+ cones +o Rodrick, Xve ^o++di learh heVer 
+o +ros+ Kin. ESPECIALLY <*+ w<*+er paries. 











































X was dohe wi+h Rodrick After the ^Uce mAt 
thih^ Ahd didht cAre if Mom SAid we heeded to 
stick together. I left Kim behihd Ahd weht to a 
WA+erslide by myself. 


X hrtdht reAlized how loh^ the lihe was uhtil X 
^ot hrtlfwA^ the s+Airs. But by theh a toh 
of people were BEHIND me, Ahd there was ho 
turhih^ bAck. So X was ^Acked ih with these 
^eo^le uhtil X ^ot to the top. 



xt was reAlly hot, Ahd people were stArtih0 to 
c^et A^i+A+ed by how slow the lihe was moVih^. 
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ih 

FRONT of me ih Fhe fcuFF wiFh a ^ool hoodie, 
ahd she Fhouc^hF iF was ME. 



So +Keh I Ud her BOYFRIEND Fo deal wiFh. 



X really didhF wahF Fo ^eF ihFo a fi<^hF over 
someFhih^ like Fhis, fcuF luckily iF didhF come Fo 
FKaF. Vie were aF Fhe Fo^ of Fhe sFairs, ahd iF was 
Fime Fo <^o dowh Fhe slide. 


UhforFuhaFely, Fhe raft was a -four-sta-ftr, which 
made Fhih^s ^reFFy awkward oh Fhe ride dowh. 
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H* slide em^-Ked ou-t ih+o Ah Area where -there 
were a -toh of rA-f-ts, which was c^reA-t becAuse i-t 
^AVe me a chAhce -to hide from +u+ womAh Ahd 
her bey-friehd. X weh+ Arouhd -the \<xzy river -twice 
-to mA^e sure Xd los-t -them. 



Xd hrtd ehou^h wrth “the wA+er A-f-ter +hA+^ so X 
weh-t bAck +o our louh^e chAir +0 ^e+ my clo+hes. 
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BuT The chair was GONE, ahd all our sTu-ff was 
l^ih^ ih a ^>ile oh The c^rouhd. 



X ■foohd "I'he resT o-f -family 
c^eTTih^ luhch ahd "hold Them w 
our louh^e chair. 


aT The shack bar 
haT ha^ehed wiTh 



Hon said iT wouldhT be hard To -figure. 00+ who 
TOOK iT because o-f -The brokeh sTra^s. 
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Vie spread ou+ -to look -for iT, ahd X searched -the 
area ty -the wave ^>ool. 

our louhge c 

couldn't BELIEVE who was SITTING ih i+. 


Sure ehouc^h, 




X doh+ khow wha-t -the odds are o-f ruhhih^ ih-to 
-the sane ^eo^>le a^aih ahd a<^aih, tu+ -this was 
sTar+ih^ +o <^e-t RIDICULOUS. 


X -figured rt was tes+ +0 jus+ le+ -the Beardos 
HAVE our louhc^e chair ahd ho+ make i+ ih+o a 

t ; 3 

•fanily, X ^re+ehded X didh + have ahy luck 
■fihdih^ our chair. 


deal. So wheh X caught" tack u^> wi+h ny 
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By how our food was ^e'H'ihg cold, ahd we s+ill 
d;dh*+ have ahy where +o ea-K Vie eVeh-+ually -fouhd 
c x ^>lace +o si+ tehihd -the shack tar. 



E-Veryohe seemed ready +o leave a-f+er ■fhaE 
Horn asked -for -the key -to -the locker so she could 
^e+ our s+u-ff. Bui X fold her X didh4 HAVE rh 


She said she had 31'veh me -the key, tu+ X "turhed 
to+h ^ocke+s o-f my ta+hih^ sui+ ihside ou 4 +0 
^roVe -they were empty. 
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X was pretty sore she'd ^iveh the key to 
RODRICK, bot he sat'd HE didh't have it, either. 


Everybody searched themselves for the key, hot 
we all came o^> em^ty-hahded. "This was a HUGE 
problem, becaose Horn ahd Pad's cell phohes ahd 
wallets were ih that locker,, so we couldn't leave 
ohtil we foohd it. 


VJe weht to ah employee at the froht coohter ahd 
told him we lost oor key. 



But wheh he asked what oor locker homber was, 
hohe of os coold remember. Xhere were hohdreds of 
thern^ ahd they all looked exactly the same. 
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He said Fhe locker hunter was wri-H-eh oh Fhe key, 
tuF o-f course THAT ih-forna-Woh washF c^eFFih^ 
us ahywhere. 

"The <^uy said Fhe ohly Fhih^ we could do was Fry 
ahd FIND Fhe key, so we spliF up ahd retraced 
our sFeps across Fhe waFer park. 


Rod rick wehF Fo Fhe wave pool where we played 
Kide-ahd-seek, ahd X wehF Fo Fhe lazy river tuF 
didhF have ahy luck. 



VJheh we neF tack up, hotody h<*d -fouhd Fhe key. 
Hon said nayte we accidehFally Fhrew iF away 
a-f-Fer we aFe, so we du^ Fhrouc^h Fhe Frash hear 
where we saF. 
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Mor> said we should all cohceh-fra-fe real hard ahd 
-\ry -to rememfcer which locker we ^u+ our s+u-ff ih, 
ahd wheh X did; X could suddehly see i+ clearly ih 

py 



X “hold Moro, dihd we weh+ s+rdic^h'l' +0 locker 929. 
Sure ehou^h; i+ was locked; ahd "there was ho ke^ 
ih -the door. 
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Vie weirY+ back +o -tKe a-+ -iKe cooh+er -to +ell 
Kim wKicK locker was ours, bu+ we Kad +o wart a 
loh^ -time be-fore we could ^e+ Kis aT+eh-froh. 



VJKeh we -told Kim our locker humber, Ke <^o+ ou+ 

+Ke mas+er key ahd walked over +o humber 929 

e key was 

back iV* +Ke slo+ ahd +Ke locker was EMPTY. 
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Xha - !' meah+ someohe had -fouhd our ke^ ahd 
STOLEN all our sWX 


Xheh X -though'!' of ANOTHER possibility* VJheh 
the Beardos -took our louh^e chair, they mustVe 
takeh our KEY, -too. 


X decided -to -Tell Horn ahd Pad all about +he 
Beardos ahd how they probably stole our stu-f-f -ho 
c^et some payback oh me. Xheh X took them to 
the area where X lasT saw them sittih^. 

But by the time we <^ot there, they were GONE. 
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X was worried -+K ey mic^h+ve already le-f+ -the 
^ark ; so X rah +o -the froY\-[ ^a+e. A^d sure 
ehouc^h, purple Vah was ^ullih^ away. 



X KNEW -tW -family was tad hews -from -+he 
te^ihhih^, tu+ X heVer -though"!' +Key were capatle 
of THEFT. 


Pad used +he ^hohe a+ -the -frohT desk +o call -\\\z 
police, tuT -the co^>s said +t»a+ wi+hou+ a licehse 
^la+e humter iT would te really hard -+o -track dowh 
our s+oleh s+u-ff. 
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I*f -there was ahy GOOD hews afcoirt our srtua+ioh , 
it- was -that* -the key -to -the Vah washt* ih -fhe 
locker,, tecause it- was tack at* -the mechahics. 


So we walked -to -the au+o repair shop; where 
-fhe mechahic was ^et-tih^ ready +o put* ih a hew 
radiator. He -told Pad it - was c^ohha cos-f almost* 
•three hohdred dollars, tut* Pad -told hi™ he 
cooldh-t pay tecause his wallet* just* c^ot* s-toleh. 



Pad "told +h e mechahic hed mail hi™ a check t*he 
secohd we c^ot* home, tut* -the <^uy said he couldht* 
t-ake ah "i.O.U.” He said what* he COULD do 
was put* some sealaht* oh -the tus+ed radia+or; 
which would last - a day or -two te-fore it - wore of-f. 
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Birl- -the mechanic soij wed have -to ruh -the hea+er 
ihsije -the Vah «*+ -full blas-t -to kee^> -the eh^ihe 
■from overhea+ihg. \\t said i+ migh+ souhci crazy, 
bu+ i+ actually works. 



Mom ahd Pad -talked i+ over ahd decided we should 
jus+ drive -the Vah dill -the way home. Vie didh + have 
ahy mohey or di ^>hohe, but- we DID have di -full -tahk 
o-f gas. Pdid -figured i-f we drove straight" -through, 
wed ge+ back a+ about - 3-00 ih -the morhihg. 


Horn seemed pre-Hy sad -the tri^ wdis get"Khg cut - 
short, but +o be hohest - , I wdis kihd o-f relieved. 


VJheh we got - ih -the Vah,, Pdid -turhed u^> -the hea+ 
just - like -the mechahic -told him -to, ahd wi+hih 
about - -thirty secohds it - wdis di huhdred decrees 
ihside -the cdir. 
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Mom o^ehed all Fhe wihdows u^> -frohF, but - iF was 
like a FURNACE where X was siFFih^, sihce Fhe 
wihdows back Fhere dohF o^>eh. 


X Fold Mom X didhF Fhihk X could make IF all 
Fhe wa^ home wiFhouF dyihg of heaFsFroke, buF 
she said X d be fihe as loVvg as X sFayed lydraFed. 
~Theh she ^oF Fwo cases of waFer ouF of Fhe boaF 
ahd brou^hF Fhem ihFo Fhe vah. 
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Vie headed ou-+ oh-+o +he highway , Ahd X weh+ 
■through -four bo-lTles of wa+er ih +he -flrs-f hour. 


X -tried +o -fall asleep +o make -the -tri^> 30 -f&s^zr, 
bid- X 30+ wokeh u^> wheh somebody s+Ar+ed 
hohkih^ -their horh. 


Xhe people ih -the car hex*! -to us were 
Arms ahd +ryih^ -to ^e+ our At~teh-tioh. 


WAVih^ -t'heir 



VJheh X looked behihd us, 
+ha-l' -the +Ar^ oh -the boAt- 
Arouhd ih -the wihd. 


X was surprised +0 see 
was loose Ahd -flA^ihg 


Ahd everv+hih^ INSIDE -the bo At- was -fl^ih^ OUT. 
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Cars were swervihg left Ahd ri^K+ +ryihg +o 

e air. By how, 
PaJ H<*d seeh wHa+ was ^oih^ oh ih reArview 
mirror,, Ahd he -pulled over +o -the side o-f -the roAd. 


AVoid our s-tu-f-f *flyih<j -through +h 


Vie s^eh-h +he hex+ +wo hours WAlkihc^ dowh -+he 
hi<^hwAy -tryih^ -to recover aII o-f our s+u-ff. Bu+ we 
Krtd +o ^ive u^> wheh i+ 30+ dArk. 
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Ohce we t^ot - tack -to -the Vah, we sorted -through 
■the "thirds we had collec+ed. Xd say X -fouhd 
about - -two-t-hirds of -the clothes Xd packed for 
-the -trp, but - Mom said -there were whole BAGS 
tW were missih^. 


Ylhat - was REALLY ^ross was -that - a -few of 
-the i-hems we -picked u^> wereht - eveh OURS. 
Rod rick -fouhd a ^air of uhderwear -that - was as 
stt-fT as cardboard. 



Ohce we 30 -t back ih -the car, Mom said we heeded 
+0 s-tart - -thihkih^ about - ea-tih^. Rodrick wairvted +0 
opeh "the package of cihhamoh rolls -that - was s+ill 
ih -the grocery ba^, but - Mom said -they hadhi beeh 
re-fri^era+ed ahd hed ^et - sick if he a+e -them. 
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Mom used ‘the GPS -to +ry ahd flhd a place +0 
ea+. Bu+ -the ohly places -tha-|- were opeh a+ -tha+ 
hour were fas+—food res+aurairY+s, ahd Mom 
wash + h*pp^ atou-f ■fh*'+. 

Vie ehded up pullihg over a+ a res+ s+op aloh<^ 

-the highway -th<vt had a -fried chickeh place. Sihce 
we didn't have ary cash or credit cards, we had 
+0 scrouhe^e arouhd oh -the floor o-f *the car -for 
loose charge. 



Vie came up wi+h -three dollars ahd -fif+eeh ceh+s, 
which I was pre+ty sure washt- eVeh ehou^h +0 
<^t-t a drumstick ahd a -thi^h. 


Mom said mayfce -they had a Value mehu wi+h less 
expehsive H-ems, so we <^o+ ou+ o-f -the car ahd 
walked +0 -the res+aurahi. 
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Bu+ wheh we ^o+ +o eh+rahce, doors 
were locked. Vie could see workers ihside, fcu+ 
a^areh+ly <*+ +h*+ hour +he ohly -thih^ o^eh 
was +he dri'Ve-+Krou^K. 



Vie <^o+ tack ih +he car ahd Fried +o eh+er +he 
drive—l-hrou^h lahe, fcu+ wi+h +he fcoaF, i+ was 
+oo +i^K+ a squeeze. So we had +o remark ahd 30 
-through oh FOOT. 
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Vie s+ood hex-+ +o -the mehu ahd warded -for 
someohe -to cone oh -the speaker ahd -take our 
order, fcu+ ho ohe did. 


Pad said -there ru»s+ he some kihd of sehsor +K«+ 
could de+ec+ +Ke weiaK+ of a car, so we did our 
fces-t +0 -tri^er rh 


1_<&Lso /e 



E-Veh-tually, somebody ihside ho-ticed us ahd o^>ehed 
•the driVe-+Krou^K wihdow. 
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e mohey we 

had, ahd -the crtsKier said we could tuy a snail tox 
o-f chickeh hu^e+s ahd a tiscui+. 


Horn disked wha-h we could <^e+ wi+h +h 



So we ^o+ +ha+, -plus a hahdful o-f tartecue sauce 
^acke+s. "Il^eh we weh+ tack +o -the Vah ahd s^li+ 
u^> +he -food -five ways. 


Vie drove -for di hal-f hour or so, tu+ ty how rl- was 
^re-Hy otvious we werehi c^ohha make i+ all -the 
way hone ih ohe sho-K So we were <^ohha have +0 
-fihd a ^>lace io slee^. 


Vie didh'l' have ahy rnohey -for a ho+el, so Hon 
-fried +0 -fihd a can^si+e hearty. 




































'TW closest ohe was feh miles ih f^e o^osife 
directioh, -though. Pad said we were jusf <^ohha 
have +o -hake fhe hexf exif, -fihd a ^>lace where we 
could park, ahd slee^ ih -the car. 

as loh<^ as we 
could furh -the heafer o-f-f wheh we sfop^ed. 

Bui as sooh as we -took +he exi+^ if was clear we d 
made a misfake. 



firsf o-f all, +he road wash-I- ^aved. "There wereh*+ 
avy <^as sfafiohs or s+ores or eveh avy houses. 
"There were Jusf frees oh ei+her side o-f -the road, 
ahd ho sfreefli^^fs. 












Vie drove -for a lohc^ -time, tui -the road was 
harrow ahd -there wash-t a c^ood ^>lace -to -pull over. 
X -thihk eVer^ohe was ^e-Hihg pre-Hy spooked, 
ahd eVeh+oally Mom -fold Pad we should jus+ c^e-t 
tack oh -the hi^hwa^. 


Bu-t Pad kep-t sayih^ he was POSITIVE -tha-t 
a+ avy momeh+ we were <^ohha -flhd a ^ood ^>lace 
+o s-to^. 


'The -faH-her we werT, -though, "the more herVous 
Mom tecame, tecause how eVeh -the GPS didh + 
khow where we were. 



uy a 

exerted -that - ma^te we were ^etTih^ tack -to 
ciViliza+ioh. Bui we were wroh^. 


head, ahd we all ^0+ 















a+ ‘the noonoeh+ wKeh eVer^ohes herves were 
■+o+ally sKo+, -there was a really loud hoise. 



Pad swerved o-f-f -the road, ar^d our car canoe -to 
a s+o^ ih -the noud. 


My ears were riYujiYuj, ahd I looked arouhd "to -try 
ahd -figure out- what- had ha^ehed. 
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X expected -to see trokeh c^lass everywhere; toi 
■the wihdows were ih-tact; ahd -there was some kihd 
of weird 300 all over -them. 



Rodrick had "the ^ooey s+uff oh -the tack of his 
head; ahd he was TOTALLY freakih^ oirt. 


X s+ill didht’ khow wha+ was c^oih^ oh; hut* -theh 
X looked ih -the grocery ta<j; which had shreds of 
-the cihhanoh roll ^acka^e ihside. 


Xhe -tote had EXPLODED tecaose t’he ta^ was 
siTtih^ ri^ht - oh -to^> of ohe of t’he hea+er Veh+s. 













B(/+ RODRICK didh+ khow ^e-h \}z had 
uhcooked cihhdmoh rolls dll over -\\\t fcdck of Kis 
head, dhd he •thou^h't' ■+Ke douc^h wds h»s BRAINS. 



VJhd-I u^se+ Rodrick eVeh MORE wds wheh 
Hdhhy licking "the s-iu-f-f o-f-f his -fibers. 
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Ohce Rodrick -figured out- what- had hatched 
ohd coined dowh, we cleohed up -the ihside o-f +Ke 
nihiVoh wi+h some poper bowels. 

TXeh Pod t-urhed +l>e cor orouhd ohd drove fcock 
+o -the hi^hwoy. A+ "the hexf ex/H" -there wos o 
supernorket" wi+h ah enpty porkih^ lo+, so Pod 
•pulled ih -for -the hic^h-t. 


Vie ohly had -four reclihihc^ seo+s ih -the Voh ohd 
•five people, so Hon Voloh+eered Pod +o sleep ih 
-the too+. 


X khow Pod wos lookih^ forword +0 usihc^ his too+ 
oh -this +rip, tu-+ In <^uessih0 +Kis wos NOT wha-t 
he had ih nihd. 
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VJedhesd cw 

X+ +ook me a lo^ +ime +o -fall asleep las+ V>igK+, 
andX was wokeh u^> A-t- Afcou'l’ 6*00 ih -the morhih^ 
wKeh +Ke grocery s+ore en^lo^ees s+Ar+ed Arrivih^ 
•for work. 



By -tKeh -+he suh was u^> Ahd i+ was AlreAcl^ Ko+ 
ih -the cAr, -plus we were aII s+icky Ahd niserAtle 
■froro sleep'h^ ih our clo+hes. 


VJe WAlked over +o +he ^rocer^ s+ore +o see i-f 
+Ke^d le+ us use fcA+hroom +o wasK u^>, tu+ 
nAhA^er SAid +l^e s+ore wouldh+ fce o^eh +o 
cus+omers -for Aho+Ker -two hours. 
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VJheh we were walkih^ tack +o -the car, Hon said 
we could use Mahhys baby wi^es -to ^ef cleahed u^. 
Bui -theft she realized she had accideft+ally locked 
-the keys iftside -the miftivaft. 



There was HOPE, -though. "The sohroo-f was sFill 
opeft, so Pad -tried -to FISH -the keys ou+ o-f -the 
cu^> holder. 



H3 












































A'f+er <* lo+ of -fryih ^, he s+ill coolcih+ -the 
ri^h't ah^le. X+ looked like we were ou+ of 
o^+iohs a+ -+Ka+ ^oiirrt, tuf -theh Hon su^es+ed 
mayte MANNY could <^e-f -the keys ou-t. 


So Pad lowered Mahhy -through "the suhroo-f fcy 
his leash. 



Ohce Mahhy was ih -the Vah, he -took his sweet- -tine, 
first- he weht- ih+o -the fcackseat- ahd at-e -the -two 
tartecue sauce packet's we had left-. “Theft he 
duffel fca^ a 

X d fceeft saVift^ Just- ift case. 


ftd fouftd a pack of Oreos 



































Hahvy -fihally made his way +0 -+he ■froh'l’ o-f -the 
car ahd ^0+ -the keys, t>u-+ ihs+ead o-f o^ehih^ -the 
door -to le+ us ih, he s+ar+ed +he engine. 


*Theh he -fiddled wr+h +he khob oh -the s+ereo uh-+il 
he -fouhd a radio s+cA+ioh he liked. 



Horn ahd Pad were ^>ouhdihc^ oh -the wihdows, 
•fryih^ +0 Hahhy +0 opeh -the door. But* 

+heh Mahhy ^u+ -the car ih DRIVE. 

X -thihk uh+il -theh eVeryohe h<*d -forgo+teh -th<*+ 
Hahhy h<*d beeh -tryih^ +0 ruh away, because we 
heVer would ve made -the mis+dke o-f leEWh^ him ih 
-the vah by himsel-f i-f we h<*d remembered. 
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Lockily ; Hahhy wash^ -tall ehouc^L +o reacL +Le 
q<xs ^ejrtl; because i-f Le could; Le wouldve beeh 
loh<^ <^ohe. 



X +L»vjc Hahhy khew Lis escape plah was -foiled; 
a+ leas+ -for how. Horn -fihdilly cohVihced Lim +0 
uhlock +Le doors ahd le+ us ih. 


Ohce we ^o+ <^oih0 ac^aih; X s+ar+ed seeihc^ some 
-familiar si^L+s ou+ -+Le wihdoW; because we were 
basically re+racihg our pa+L back Lome. 

VJe were comihg uoh -+Le -+owh wLere we s^eh+ -fLe 
firs-i hi^L+ of +Le +ri^; ahd wLeh we passed by +Le 
mo+el wed s+ayed ih; X saw +He CRAZIEST +U3. 
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There was a ^>or^le Vah ih -+he ^arkih^ lof. 



X -fold Pad ; ahd he gulled over. Vie -took a closer 
look a+ -+he Vah ; ahd sore ehoo^h; i+ was +he ohe 
+ha+ beloh^ed +o -the Beardos. 


Th<*+ meah+ +he^ were s+ayih^ a+ THIS mo+el, 
ahd were probably osih^ Hon ahd Pads credit 
cards -to PAY -for rh 


Vie parked our car a+ -the side o-f+Ke boildih^. 
Pad said he was c^ohha call -the c o^s, so he ^0+ 
00+ +0 ose -the ^?hohe a+ -the -froh+ desk. 
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Bu-h -fhiMy secohjs la+er Pad came ruhhih^ tack 
+o -the car. 


He said he saw -the Beardos leavih^ -their room +o 
30 dowh -to -the pool, ahd i+ looked like -their door 
was le-ft opeh. 



Morn said we should s-tick wr+h +he plah ahd call -the 
police, tt/t Pad said +h<*+ te-fore we did, we should 
do a li-Hle ihVes-tic^a-tioh o-f our OWN. 


So we ALL ^0+ ou+ ahd -followed Pad +o -the 
Beardos room. Just - like he said > +he door was 
opeh a crack. 


Pad hud^ed i+ opeh a Irttle WIDER, ahd we 
peeked ihside -to see i-f ahv+hihg o-f ours was 
siLtiYu^ ih plaih View. 
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BiTh we coolJh+ see fifty o-f our s^u-f-f -from where 
we were s-+ahdih0. 




Mom seemed pre-Hy oftefisy abou+ wha+ we were 
doih0; bu+ -\\\zft Pad pushed "the door ALL -\\\z 
way o^eh, ahd ■there was fto -+urhih<^ back. 
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Vie couldhf -fihd ahy+hihg of ours, so if -the 
Beardos DID have ahy of our s-\-uff, -they ^rotatly 
carried i+ wi+h -then +o -the ^ool. 

Bert - as loh<^ as we had -the ruh of +Keir room, we 
decided +o -fake -full advah+a^e of i+. X -figured 
i+ was OK sihee we were +he ohes ^>ayih0 for rh 



X +hihk Hon -fel+ we were se-Hihc^ a tad example for 
Hahhy, so she -took hi™ oirt +o -the car. 

Bui -the res+ of us werehd- fihished. He ahd 
Rodrick +ook -turhs usih^ -the ta+hroon while Pad 
s+ood wa+ch a+ +he door. 


Xheh he weh-t ih ahd ‘told us +0 te lookouts for HIM. 
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Vie had pushed our luck, -though. The SECOND 
Pad shu+ +he door -to -the ba+hroom, X saw -the 
Beardos c or*\iY\Q our way. 




How, X love my dad ahd all, bu-t X^ +00 YOUNG 
+0 die. So X bol+ed, ahd Rodrick was ri^ht - 
behihd me. 


X wash-t -there +0 SEE i-t, bu-t X™ c^uessih^ it" 
was pre-tty awkward wheh Hr. Beardo opehed his 
bathroom door. 



























































He Ahd Rodrick <^o*|- ih -\\\t Vah Ahd locked -fKe 
doors. X was pre-Hy cohVihced Pad wash-t c^ohha 
make i+ oof of +Ke room alive Ahd we were josi 
c^ohha have -to <^o oh wi+Koirt- Kim. 


Birl’ Horn gulled +K e car arouhd +o -+Ke froY\- t o-f 
■fKe mo+el, ahd wKeh sKe did^ Pad tors-t ou+ of 
+Ke Beardos' room. 



SomeKow Pad K<*d ^o++eh +Ke idea -to ^rafc +Keir 
car keys oh Kis way ou+. 











































































Before he ^0+ ih our car he chocked -the ke^s ih-to 
some boshes, which boo^ht" os some -time. 



X +hihk we mos+Ve <^otTeh -two miles dowh +he 
rood before Pad eveh bo+hered +0 -poll his ^aht-s 
back op 

had escaped 
aw <\y, we 

forgot* +0 -torh oh -the HEATER. 

Ahd a few secohds la+er -the RADIATOR 
cohked 00+. 
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Hon had +o Ctrl’ across +wo lahes o-f -traffic +o c^e+ 
+he Vah ih+o +he break dowh lahe. Bo+ ih +he s^o+ 
where we -pulled over, -there was a brokeh bo+-He, 
ahd we rolled ri^K+ over rh 



Vie <^o+ oo+ o-f 
-tire. Pad o^ehed +he back h<*+ch "to -fihd Ki‘s jack; 
bo+ oh-for+oha+ely X had +akeh i+ oo+ before we 
left -for -the -trp -to nake roon -for ny PILLOW. 


-the car so we coold charge +h« 


Xhe ohly -thiV^ we coold do a+ +ha+ poih+ was wai+ 
-for hel^> +o cone. 
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E-Veh-hually, a car gulled over behind us, but- wKeh 
ft go+ closer I khew we were ih big trouble. 


1 + was a ^>ur^>le Vah. 



X -figured ■the Beardos migh't' try +0 ram us wi+h 
-their car, so I bra ced -for impact - . Bu+ -the Vah 
slowed dowh, ahd wheh "the doors o^>ehed, ft 
wash*t -tKe Beardos a+ ALL. 



X+ was ^re-tty obvious -tha-t whoever -these 
were, -they were here -to HELP. 
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BiTh (iiclh+ s^>eak E-hc^lish; so we were h<*ViY\^ 
-trouble connuhica-h’h<^ wi-th -the™* Hon ahd Pad 
•fried -to acf- 00+ wha+ was wroh^ wi+K "the car, ahd 
In sore -the "two <^s -thou^hf" n^ ^arelrvts had 
con^lef-ely los-f -their nihds. 



Theh Mahvy surprised EVERYONE by s^eakih^ 
ih ^er-fec+ S^ahish. 


SALUDOS, AMIGOS. 
GRACIAS POR PARAR 
A AYUDARNOS. 
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Xhe cohVersA-Woh te+weeh MAhvy Ahd +he "two 

guys Us+eJ a loh<^ -Erne, so X -figured Mdhvy 
was ex^lrtihih^ eVery+hih<3 had hap^ehed oh 
our +ri^. 


\\t mus+Ve dohe a <^ood jot n^kihc^ -\\\t guys -feel 
sorry for us, fcecAuse -the hex+ you khew, 

-they were offering us a RIDE. Ahd XA ^A^y -to 
SAy -their Air-cohdi+iohih^ worked GREAT. 



X "thihk we Assumed -these guys were -tAkihc^ us -to 
a mechAhic or sorne+hiVuj, to+ we were wroh^. 
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Vie should ve realized ■+ha-+ i-f MANNY was -the ohe 
doih^ all ■falkih^, wed ehd u^> <^oih0 where HE 
wah+ed +0 <^o. 



Suhd av 

Like X said fce-fore, Mom was ri^K-h afcoirt ^i^s 
fceihg smar-K She had •+ house—Iraihed wiihih a 
week,, ahd +he ^>i<j eVeh khows a -few -tricks already. 


Y\y oY\\y real cornel aiht- is -tha+ how I heVer <^e+ a 
chahce -to wa+ch ry shows oh TV, fcecause -the ^>13 
has -figured ou+ Low -to use -the remo+e. 
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Bu+ Xm c^ohha le+ +ha+ <$o, fcecause X doh + wah+ 
+o c^e+ fci+ a secohd +ime. 



X+s +akeh a while -for ever^+hih<^ +o <^e+ tack +o 
hormal a-f+er +he +ri^. Pad h<*d +o H-^jce a -few 
more days o-f-f work +o cahcel all his credit cards 
ahd ^e+ hew ohes. 



A^d tomorrow Horn ahd Pad are su^osed +o <^o 
oo+ ahd ^e+ hew drivers licehses ahd ^>hohes. 
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0or nihiVdhS teeh d+ -the nechdhic sihce i+ was 
+owed. Vie ^dVe -the BOAT -to -the drivers who 
helped us oiT <xs <x w<y o-f Sdyih^ -+Kc\y>|cs ^ which 
was dctodlly Hons su^esTioh. 



Hons teeh s<yih0 -hK^H" eVeh -though our -tri^ 
didh+ o^o -the w<y we ^>ldhhed, i+ was s-h'll dh 
ddveh-tore. Shes teeh workih^ oh dh dr-h’cle -to 
sehd ih +0 Tdnil^ Trolic +tid+ X seriously ho^>e 
does NOT c^e+ ^utlished. 



Hons dlso teeh ndkih^ d scrd^took, dhd she dsked 
eVeryohe -to coh+ritu-l'e d sou^/tY\ir -to ihside. 
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X was c^oihc^ -through +he clo+Kes X wore oh -the 
-tri^,, Ahd wKeh X picked u^> ry shorts, some-thih^ 
small -fell oi/t oh-to -the -floor. 

X+ was -the KEY -froro SoAk Ceh+rAl. 



X couldhY believe X h<*d -the key aII Aloh^. X+ 
-turhs out- X was wroh^ About - -the locker humber. 
But - X should ^et - SOME credit - -for beih^ CLOSE. 



How -that - X have -the key, X have a -touc^h 
decisioh +o make. Xt - -feels like a pA<^e from ohe o-f 
-those Choose Your Owh Adveh+ure books. 


216 








X -figure X have -three fcasic choices* Ohe, X 
cAh -tell Hon Ahd Pad -the +rirth Ahd deal wi-th 
•the cohse<^uehces. Two, X CAh ^Uh-t -the key ih 
RODRICK S dirty Uhdry Ahd le+ HIM -h*ke 
-the bUne. Or -three, X CAh -flush -the key dowh -the 
+oile-h Ahd -forged -this whole -thih<^ ever hAp^ehed. 




^fhere s a -fourt-h o^+ioh +hA+ ihVolves -the pc^, 
bu-t X hAVeh-t worked ou-t -the de+Ails o-f THAT 
ohe ye-t. 

E>u+ like X SAid before, whehever X have a 
difficult" choice -to nAke, X AlwAys seen -to -pick 
•the wroh^ ohe. A^d whichever wAy X go here, i-ts 
hArd -to see -+his s+ory hAVihg a hAppy ehdih^. 
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Heffleys. The 
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journey starts off full of promise, 
then quickly takes several wrong 
turns. Gas station bathrooms, 
crazed seagulls, a fender bender, 
and a runaway pig—not exactly 
Greg Heffley’s idea of a good 
time. But even the worst road 
trip can turn into an adventure— 
and this is one the Heffleys won’t 
soon forget. 
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